
     
 

51 

 94(478) 
DOI 10.25128/2225-3165.20.01.04 
 Alexander Shama 

PhD (History), Associate Professor,  
Department of World History and Religious Studies, 
Ternopil Volodymyr Hnatiuk National Pedagogical University (Ukraine) 
shama@tnpu.edu.ua 
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0614-766  

  
  , , 
    , 

    
   ( ) 

  
   ( )    

 I  –     
 

.   –    . . , . .   
. . - ,     ( )    

 I  –    .        
’ ,       -  .  

   ,         ’  
        “  ”. .  
       ,    

   , -       
 - .         ,  

,          . ,  
     ,   “ ”,   ,  

 ,    “  ”      ,   “  ”,   
 – “  ”   . ,  . . , . .   

. . -     ,    . : 
     ,     ,  , 
  ,   .  ,       

    ,    –  ,    
   ,   .     .  

   “  ”    ,  ,    
      .  

 : ,  ( ) ,  , , , 
, . 

 
FEATURES ETHOS OF THE SMALL GENTRY OF BELARUS IN THE MIDDLE XIX 

– EARLY XX CENTURY 
 

Summary. Analyzing the content of the works of P. Shpilevsky, D. Shendrick and M. Dovnar-Zapolsky to 
reveal the peculiarities of the ethos of the small gen-try of Belarus in the middle XIX – early XX centuries. 
The methodology of the study is based on the principles of historicism and science, as well as the applica-
tion of general scientific and special historical methods. The scientific novelty is that for the first time in the 
Ukrainian scientific literature, on the basis of the analysis of important texts of Belarusian historiography, the 
specific features of the shadow nobility of the Belarusian lands as a separate “ethnographic group” have 
been identified. Conclusions. In these works, the descendants of the small gentry are represented as strata 
who have lost their privileged position through impoverishment, socio-political marginalization, or 
participation in the struggle against the invading states. Small gentry, by their level of material and cultural 
life, are, in fact, no different from the peasantry or hired staff of large estates. However, with all their powers, 
the small gentry cling to the past, emphasize their “supremacy”, albeit the imaginary, behave as if the “old 
Poland” cannot continue without their services, although neither the “old Poland” nor its support – the “old 
nobility” no longer exists. Features recorded by P. Shpilevsky, D. Shendrick and M. Dovnar-Zapolsky is a 
noble ethos, as M. Ossovskaya put it: a tendency to risk and a broad gesture, a contempt for work for the 
sake of earn-ing, especially the physical, the desire for beauty, not good. In addition, the habi-tus inherent in 
the representatives of this class reaches its origins of the old Po-land, whose living relic of which is a shroud 
of nobility, though lost its former values and privileges, remained quite viable. At the beginning of the 
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twentieth century. The originality of the ghostly nobility as an ethnographic group not only does not disappear 
but, on the contrary, is strengthened by its rather successful adaptation to new living conditions.  

Keywords: Belarus, small gentry, ethno-graphic group, ethos, habitus, autochthony. 
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