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ABSTRACT 

Nietzsche debunks the moral values of the 19th century. His remarks were 

addressed to Christian morality and philosophy of idealism. He was interested in 

morality because of his belief that the “true world” of idealists perished. The 

psychological approach of Nietzsche to the essence of morality was due to the 

influence of his predecessors: Schopenhauer, Stendhal, Dostoevsky. However, 

Schopenhauer considered “love for neighbors” as an important factor of human 

existence. As for Schopenhauer, all earthly existence permeated with deception and 

people became ridiculous. According to Nietzsche, moral evaluations do not exist. 

Like Dostoevsky, he believed that morality rooted up in violence, evil, hatred. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The name of F. Nietzsche, his philosophical ideas and views have been evoking ambiguous 

thoughts for many years. His works are often subjected to strong criticism. He was considered 

the preacher of the free spirit, "the last amoralist" and at the same time a fighter for a better 

future. Some considered him a genius, others – a sick thinker, whose ideas should not be 

taken seriously. However, despite this fact, his creative work is the subject of attention and 

research. Many scientists, for example, M. Heidegger, K. Jaspers, F. Juenger, S. Oduev, V. 

Soloviev, B. Bernardiner, I. Andreeva, E. Trubetskoy, N. Mikhailovsky, G. Struve, I. 

Slobodskoy and others studied the rich creative heritage of F. Nietzsche.  

The fate of Nietzsche contained the drama of the epoch at the turn of the 19-20th 

centuries. He is an embodiment of the whole Western philosophical tradition and the first 

decadent. In The Birth of Tragedy from the Spirit of Music, Nietzsche speaks about the 

destructive action of science and human brain for life [1-6]. This work is a kind of key that 

can reveal the secret of all his oeuvre. In this work, the main problem of Nietzsche’s 

philosophy is formed, namely, how to create such a culture that could help a person enrich the 

inner world and improve himself.  

In his article “Nietzsche and Modern Germany”, Nikolai Berdyaev tells that a researcher 

who quotes Nietzsche literally would never understand the philosopher, since one should 

learn how to guess the real meaning of Zarathustra and his words. Berdyaev rejects the view 

that Nietzsche’s teaching may be in some way connected with politics. Berdyaev believed that 

German militarism rejected the cult of individualism that Nietzsche preached. The appeals of 

Nietzschean Zarathustra to war had nothing to do with the war itself. The prophet, who loved 

the creative individuality, was talking about the war for good thoughts. Nietzsche did not call 

for political struggle, but wanted a man to overcome his vices. Berdyaev believed that the 

words of Nietzsche “are the tempering of the will, the tempering of the spirit, the eternal 

symbolism of spiritual strength and power” [7]. According to Berdyaev, Nietzsche, as a 

religious person, having lost faith in the supreme good, began to look for said good even with 

greater enthusiasm. The result of these searches was personality as the divine principle. 

Therefore, it is not surprising that the highest ideal for Nietzsche was an overhuman, whom 

Berdyaev considered to be a religious-metaphysical idea. Berdyaev is sure that a human must 

be an overhuman, since it is the path from a human to the God. 

Nietzsche hated traditional morality because this type of morality always tries to curb 

human, to conquer will and power. German culture tries to make a man submissive and 

destroy his essence. “In the history of the new time, Nietzsche was the first, perhaps, the only 

philosopher-enemy of Christianity as a religion” [8]. 

Unlike Nietzsche, Russian thinker Volodymyr Solovyov was a defender of Christianity. In 

many of his works, Solovyov critically speaks to the address of Nietzsche. Solovyov sought to 

combine the goodness, the truth and the beauty on the basis of Christianity. Therefore, his 

position was not coordinated with the negation of Nietzsche's traditional philosophy of 

morality and religion. Besides, Solovyov refused the elevation of strength and skeptical 

attitude towards the good, like Nietzsche did it.  

Despite all contradictions, these two philosophers had similar views: their negative 

attitude towards empirical knowledge and practical scientific methods of cognition. Solovyov 

and Nietzsche came to the conclusion: it was necessary to create a new type of philosophy – 

“philosophy of life”. According to Nietzsche, human’s existence is based on inequality, “will 

to power”. However, Solovyov was sure that human’s existence was based on the principles 

of Christianity. Their negative attitude to modern civilization made them looking for social 

ideals in past eras: Nietzsche – in the pre-Christian ancient world and Solovyov – in early 
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Christianity. Criticism of philosophy and religion in Nietzsche is influenced by the ethical 

motives. He agrees with French philosophers in their protest against the submission. 

2. RESULTS 

V. Solovyov: Church Can Save Humanity and the Universe 

According to V. Solovyov, freedom of human vital activity is an integral part of Christianity. 

His interest concerning Catholic religion shows his belief that organized human activity is 

stronger in Catholicism than in Orthodoxy. Solovyov was convinced that the existence of the 

Kingdom of God depends on us, on people. Solovyov didn’t see Christianity as a religion of 

the personal salvation and always considered it as a religion of conversion of the world, social 

and space religion. Because Church saves not only individuals, but also the entire universe. 

He could not accept the fact that Christians in their own lives were governed by the 

commandments of God, but in the public life disregarded them. Solovyov was one of those 

who believed in the prophetic side of Christianity. He was sure that the world must freely 

come to God. 

Solovyov was “a mystic and a rationalist, an orthodox and a catholic, a man of Church 

and a free gnostik, conservative and liberal” [7]. Christians should make all efforts and spread 

the truth of Christ in the world and not just in personal lives, but also in public, strive to 

achieve the Kingdom of God not only in the heaven, but here, on the Earth. We should live 

with faith in religious values that inspire the meaning of our life. For example, Leo Tolstoy 

developed such point of view. Intelligent life is a life of a true person. Teachings of Jesus is in 

the knowledge of life. The God comes down to the Earth and sets up His Kingdom here. And 

He does not need temples: the true temple is in human’s soul.  

We need to immerse in the time when Nietzsche lived and worked for understanding his 

negative position concerning Christianity and its moral principles. Thinker’s life was 

wrestling with pessimism and his strength of spirit helped him to be strong. According to 

Nietzsche, Christianity tries to support all weak people who are not capable to live 

independently without assistance. They only disturb others, affect by their negative energy all 

healthy people and encroach their power and fullness of life. “The weak and the losers have to 

perish: and we need to help them do it. This is a sign of our love to them” [9]. Such appeals 

can frighten everyone, even the strongest. But Nietzsche’s position was not so terrible because 

he only tried to help people to overcome themselves. 

Nietzsche’s contemporaries did not want to understand that “the love for neighbors” is the 

outgrowth of fear. According to him we are afraid of a strong neighbor and we are looking for 

his love. People don't want to see that healthy selfishness is not so terrible. It is natural. 

Altruism is passive and selfishness is full of activity, requires a fight. “Love for neighbors”, 

pity, and compassion are contrary to the nature because the nature loves strength, 

determination and will. A human is able to take care of himself and confront a cruel life. It is 

a measure of moral [10]. 

Nietzsche’s Position Concerning Christianity 

Denying the Christian morality, Nietzsche did not want to ignore the morality at all. He 

only stood “beyond the good and the evil”. However, in this case, he did not want to get rid of 

all moral categories. He was interested in the natural morality. This type of morality is based 

on biological laws, supports a life and denies all religious teachings. Nietzsche preached the 

worship of life and the joy of future. He was one who destroyed the notion of sin for the sake 

of life, Christian love – for the sake of personality. It is necessary to find something advanced 

and deeper than compassion. “Good people got their character from a constant fear…” [11]. 

Yes, compassion can bring comfort but only momentarily relieves pain in heart and soul. But 

life goes on, demanding not only the mental comfort, but also decisive action. Compassion 
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only inhibits creative human potential, causing unwanted feeling. Compassion is an 

unnecessary doubling of compassion. This feeling is not always sincere. Sometimes our so 

called “real sympathy” deals with false love, forced compassion and deceptive mercy  

Nietzsche did not agree with Schopenhauer who was sure that compassion was the 

immediate sense of another's suffering like his own. Schopenhauer was convinced that we are 

able to worry about problems of another person, taking on our shoulder a part of neighbor’s 

burden. Although Nietzsche agrees that sometimes compassion has positive consequences, 

this fact is not natural [12-18]. Only an accident plays a determinant role and this accident 

does not alter the harmful nature of compassion. There is such a category of people who are 

only able to sympathize and rarely can truly rejoice the victory and triumphs of their 

fellowmen. “Compassion is completely against the law of development. It supports 

everything that should perish, it becomes to protect all people who were disadvantaged and 

convicted by life” [9]. According to Nietzsche, it’s necessary to change ourselves and 

everybody around us, become strong and be ready to overcome a danger. We must live with 

dignity, without fear of “eternal return”, without fear to return again on this Earth one day. 

Strong Human as an Ideal of Future 

Nietzsche, who admired the Greeks, reminded that they did not know “compassion". 

Those people were guided by other life principles, they were fighting. They did not spare each 

other. The Greeks gave rise to heroes without thinking about the price would they pay for it. 

Their lives were self-devotion. But it had a specific hue. It wasn’t a sacrifice for each other. 

According to them, one hero must donate his life in the name of the whole nation. Morality 

played a major role in the greatness of their country and distinguished those people for 

centuries. According to Nietzsche, Christian morality was “unhappiness, spoiled by “sin”, 

physiologically unwell feeling poisoned by conscience ...” [9]. 

Nietzsche believed that traditional morality was interested in weak humans. Such morality 

limits person’s life and makes us hostages of moral prejudices. However, we have to 

determine the content and purpose of our lives. Energy and a flowering of individuality 

provide the value and uniqueness of life but not laws and duties. Ideal is a person who got rid 

of the burden of any obligation. Unruly and good people move society forward. They do not 

regret everything old, destroy it in order to give a way to the new. “Nietzsche has his own 

system of morality” [19]. He is a teacher of moral autonomy. This morality contains the 

following principles: “the will to power” as a life instinct, self-love as the internal force and a 

perfection of a human. Nietzsche has a kind of inner belief about the appropriateness of the 

goal. “Strict morphology of all moralities was formed as the challenge of future. Nietzsche 

made the first step, which was crucial for the new perspectives” [20]. 

According to Nietzsche, Christian’s morality was built on the principle of Socrates’s 

position: “mind is above all”. Nietzsche believed that people have to destroy traditional 

morality for the sake of new life. “First of all, it is necessary to reassess Christian values…”  

[9]. One of the grandest events, according to Nietzsche, was “the death of the God”. It means: 

the way was opened for the full development of human creative forces. The Christian God 

with His bans no longer stands on people’s way. The man stopped to look in the eyes of the 

unknown Kingdom of God. People killed their God, rejected the life of Christ and took 

advantage of his death. Belief in the Christian God has lost its meaning.  

3. DISCUSSION 

Life is a process of inner existential dialogue. Since this problem occupies an important place 

in Nietzsche’s philosophy, it is not surprising that he became a prophet who prompted 

Heidegger to turn to hermeneutics of existence [21-26]. Hermeneutics is designed to explore 
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the inner meaning of the language and, thanks to this, a person can find the individual self 

[27, 28]. It should be noted that you need to learn not to read, but to feel what Nietzsche felt, 

to say “yes” to the life, as the Greeks did. 

A critical review of the literature allows us to state that the background, against which 

Nietzsche lined up a picture of the then society's life, was a crisis of morality and a decrease 

in the inner strength of a person. Studying the works of N. Mikhailovsky, E. Trubetskoy, V. 

Chizh, Lev Shestov about the Nietzschean vision of traditional morality, one can say that each 

of them considered F. Nietzsche to be a creator of a new type of morality. Based on a careful 

analysis of the works of these authors, it can be concluded that the morality of the then society 

was the impetus that prompted Nietzsche to look for horizons that would open up a new 

lifestyle for a person [29-37]. 

In his work on “Alfred Fouillée's Criticism of Nietzsche’s Moral Doctrine,” A. Fouillée 

notes that F. Nietzsche’s morality is important for studying religion, because it acts as a spirit 

of the age. Fouillée considers Nietzsche to be a man who, rejecting traditional morality, seeks 

to create a new one. Fouillée does not agree with Nietzsche that morality humiliates a person. 

The author of this work, as well as Prince Trubetskoy, points to a number of contradictions in 

Nietzsche’s philosophy. Fouillée notes that Nietzsche, denying the meaning of life, seeks to 

make an overhuman its meaning. Having declared that there is nothing valuable in this world, 

Nietzsche at the same time wants to create something valuable. Selfishness is the basis of life, 

however, according to the German philosopher, a great love of life is also needed. Such 

antinomies testify to the metaphorical and allegorical nature of Nietzsche’s thoughts.  

Studying the creative heritage of F. Nietzsche, it should be noted that his works cannot be 

interpreted with the help of words only. Any researcher, plunging into the innermost corners 

of his philosophical views, must understand the spiritual world of Nietzsche. The philosopher 

himself insisted on this, saying that “reading the text as a text, without adding interpretations 

to it, is a late form of internal experience, perhaps an almost impossible form..." [38]. 

Nietzsche's work “Ecce Homo” ends with the words on whether his thoughts were understood 

by other people. Many years have passed since the death of the philosopher, but this question 

still remains open. Nietzsche wrote his texts in such a way that his commentators fall into an 

infinite number of interpretations. Or, maybe, Nietzsche himself wanted that one or another of 

his works would not to be fully understood, that it would always remain mysterious, since an 

impressive work causes admiration and bewilderment? 

In support of this view, we should recall the words of Nietzsche, who said that “every 

deep thinker is more afraid of being understood than not understood” [9]. It is well known 

that this or that school of philosophy interpreted Nietzsche’s philosophy in its own way, and 

therefore everyone has the right to choose between Heidegger’s existential interpretation of 

Nietzscheanism, Deleuze’s post-structuralism interpretation or Andrei Bely’s religious-

symbolism version. Despite all the contradictory interpretations of his thoughts, it can be said 

with confidence that Nietzsche was able to discern the real evil of that epoch: the spiritual 

decline of an individual. Those who consider him a preacher of egoism, a creator of cruelty 

and permissiveness, did not understand him, because it is obvious that he denies the 

traditional morality based on the weakness of human and his humility. Nietzsche welcomes a 

noble personality, whose characteristic features are courage, independence, strength of mind 

and valor [39-45]. 

4. CONCLUSION 

According to Nietzsche, the God as a human creation is a peak of the other world. It is 

impossible for us to be like the God. Religion does not allow us to be creators of values. We 

consider ourselves too weak and unable to resolve important tasks in this world. According to 
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Nietzsche, “…one day we will have to pay because we were Christians during two 

millenaries” [46]. The problem of the God’s death is real but despite this fact people are going 

to believe in the God. The God is dead, so we have a time of changes and all people have to 

understand that their values are in heart and soul, mind and body. Now they can realize an 

existence of ideal world within the real one. People have a chance to look boldly forward and 

know that everything is in their hands; they are the creators of the new times [47]. 

Non-classical features of Nietzsche’s thoughts are under a general sufficient reason – 

social-philosophical study of the nature and the existence of a human, his individual and 

social life, characteristics and external circumstances of his development, evaluation of skills 

as an artist, etc. There is a clear difference between classical and non-classical stages of 

social-philosophical thinking [48]. The emergence of the native social philosophy is not just a 

continuation of previous experiences and systematization of the society development study, it 

is its fundamental rejection or objection on the level of both content – in the form of new 

methods for the study of a society and shape – in the form of different variants of the concept 

of unity of the “new society” and the “new human” from Marxism to Nietzscheism. The 

motives of the “philosophy of life”, philosophical anthropology, which is observed in 

Nietzsche’s works, are reasons that induced him to concentrate his attention on a human, his 

life in the world, the pursuit of perfection, the desire to understand his meaning, identifying 

ways that lead to happiness. 

His philosophical position is the formation of a new human – overhuman. Nietzsche, as a 

thoughtful and original thinker, turned his attention to a large-scale phenomenon of 

contemporary Europe – decadence, and he fought until his death with its consequences. 
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