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PREPARATION OF FUTURE GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS FOR PROFESSIONAL
ACTIVITY ON A BASIS COMPETENCE APPROACH

lhor Vasilievich Hevko

Ternopil National Pedagogical University VVolodymyr Hnatyuk

Abstract

The professional competence of the future teacher of geography, in addition to the
level of his own professional education, is determined by his motivated desire for continuous
self-education and self-improvement, attitude to work.

The axiological component of the studied phenomenon is considered. If we understand
professional training as a process of professional development, mastering the experience of
future professional activity, we can say that a competent specialist is characterized by value-
semantic attitude to future activities. Positive attitude of future teachers to the emergence and
development of professional pedagogical competence provides and supports motivational
sphere. expressed in need and interest.

Preparation of future teachers of geography for professional activity has its own
features, which allows to specify and clarify the definition of "preparation of future teachers
of geography for professional activity” as an integrated education, including a system of
organizational and pedagogical activities focused on educational process - obtaining
professional knowledge and skills basics of methods of teaching geography as a pedagogical
science and methods of its research, the formation of abilities and qualities necessary for
future activities, and | result - the willingness of teachers to the profession. Accordingly, we

can formulate a definition of "readiness of future geography teachers for professional
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activities”" as an integral education that is manifested in the needs, desires, motives for
professional activities, as well as provides the ability to educational activities based on
existing geographical and pedagogical knowledge, skills and emotional experience. value
attitude to geographical science.

Key words: competence; geography teacher; future specialist; educational

process; readiness.

MIATOTOBKA MAUBYTHIX YUHUTEJIB 'EOTPA®II 1O MPO®ECIMHOI
NISIIBHOCTI HA 3ACAJAX KOMIETEHTHICHOI'O NIAXOIY

1. B. I'eBko

TepHominbcbkuii HAIOHATBHUI NeAAroriyHNii yHiBepcUTeT

imeni Boromumupa I'naroka

AHoOTaNin

[Ipodeciiina KOMIETEHTHICTh MaOYTHHOTO BUMTENs Treorpadii, KpiM piBHSA BIacHOT
npodeciitHOT OCBITH, BHU3HAYAETHCSI MOTO MOTHBOBAaHUM TIParHeHHSM J0O Oe3nepepBHOT
CaMOOCBITH Ta CAMOBJIOCKOHAJICHHSI, CTABJICHHSIM JIO CITPaBH.

Po3rissHyTO aKciosoriyHui KOMIIOHEHT JOCIIDKYBaHOTO (peHoOMeHa. SIKIo po3ymiTh
npodeciiiHy MIATOTOBKY SK Tpolec MpodeciiHOro po3BHUTKY, OBOJOMIHHS JOCBIIOM
MaiOyTHROT MpodeciiHOi MISTLHOCTI, TO MOJKHAa CKa3aTd, II0 KOMIIETEHTHOTO (haxiBIIs
XapaKTEPHU3YIOTh IIHHICHO-CMHCIIOBE CTaBJICHHS /10 MaWOyTHBOI MisiabHOCTI, [lo3uTHBHE
CTaBJICHHA MailOyTHHOrO BYMTENS JO TOSBH 1 PO3BUTKY MpodeciiiHo-Teaaroriyuoi
KOMIIETEHTHOCTI 3a0e3neuye 1 MiATpUMye MOTHBaIliiiHA cdepa, 110 BUPAKAEThCS B OTPeo1 i
iHTEpeci.

[TigroToBka MaiOyTHIX yuuTeniB reorpadii 1o mpodeciiiHoi AisIBHOCTI Mae CBOI
0COOJIMBOCTI, 10 JIO3BOJIsIE KOHKPETU3YBATU Ta YTOUYHHUTHU JE(IHIIIIO «ITirOTOBKa MallOyTHIX
yuuteniB reorpadii 10 mpodeciiHoil AisUIbHOCTI» K IHTErpajbHE YTBOPEHHs, IO BKIIIOYAE
CHCTEMY OpraHi3aliifHO-TIeJarOTTYHUX 3aXO0JlIB 30pIEHTOBAaHMX HAa OCBITHIH mpouec —
OTpUMaHHs MNpodeciiHMX 3HaHb Ta BMIiHb, 3HAHHA TEOPETUYHUX OCHOB METOJUKHU
BUKJIQIaHHS Teorpadii sK MmeaaroriyHoi HaykKd 1 METOAIB 11 AOCHIIKEeHHsS, (OopMyBaHHS
3IOHOCTEN Ta sIKOcTel, HeOOX1THUX Y MaOYTHIM JIsITBHOCTI, Ta K pe3yJlbTaT — FOTOBHICTh

MaiOyTHIX yuduTeniB A0 npodeciiiHol aisuibHOCTL. BiamoBigHo MoXHa chopMymoBaTu
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nediHilico «roTOBHICTH MaiOyTHIX yuuTeniB reorpadii A0 npodeciifHol AISITBHOCTD) SK
IHTerpajbHe YTBOPEHHS IO BUSBISIETHCS B MOTpedax, OaxaHHAX, MOTHBaX A0 MpodeciiHol
TISITBHOCTI, @ TaKOX 3a0e3Meuye 3JaTHICTh IO OCBITHBOI JisUIbHOCTI HA OCHOBI C()OPMOBAHUX
reorpagiuHUX 1 MEJaroriYyHUX 3HAHb, YMIHb Ta HABHYOK, JOCBILy €MOIHO-I[IHHICHOTO
CTaBJICHHS JI0 reorpadiyHOI HayKu.

KuirouoBi cjioBa: kKoMIeTeHTHICTh; yuuTeJib reorpagii; maiOyTHiil ¢axiBeusb;

OCBITHIli Mpouec; rOTOBHICTb.

Statement of the problem. The reference point of modernization of pedagogical
education is the competence approach, which actualizes the need to study the phenomenon of
"professional competence of a geography teacher”. Given that this problem has been
developed in science relatively recently, we note that there is still no consensus on this issue.
Therefore, the understanding of professional competence of a teacher, necessary for the
development of a strategy of competence-oriented teaching of geographical disciplines to
students of future teachers of geography, is based on more general ideas about the competence
model of the teacher. We investigated how the term "competence” is revealed in various
sources:

- according to the Tuning project of the European Commission, it is a dynamic
combination of knowledge, understanding, skills, values, other personal qualities that describe
the learning outcomes of the educational / training program. Competencies are the basis of the
graduate's qualifications. Competence (competencies) as the acquired realization abilities of a
person to effective activity should not be confused with competence (competencies) as
powers granted to a person [1];

- is a set of general and professional training that allows you to adequately respond to
the needs of a particular job or work performed, which tend to change. It also depends on a
person's attitude to their work, experience, diligence and ability to supplement their
knowledge [2];

- the quality of personality that is necessary for quality productive activities in a
particular area [3].

Analysis of recent research and publications. More precisely, in our opinion, the
essence of the category "competence” is defined by Ukrainian scientists V. Yagupov and
V. Svistun. They consider this concept as readiness for a certain professional activity and the
presence of professionally important qualities of a specialist that contribute to this activity.

According to their understanding, competence is manifested in activities and cannot be
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limited to certain knowledge, skills and abilities. Based on this, we can conclude that at the
present stage of development of vocational education implementation of the competency
approach is focused on the formation of the personality of the specialist - in the unity of his
theoretical knowledge, practical training, ability and high motivation to carry out all
professional and social activities.

Competence, which, in contrast to competence, involves a personal characteristic,
attitude to the subject of activity is the result of the acquisition of competencies. Competence
is formed from individual competencies, however, according to I. Gudzik, it is not identical
with them [4]. In essence, the concept of "competence” is narrower, it correlates with specific
activities as acquired realization abilities of the person. Interest in the problem of competence
research arose in the late 60's of XX century. It was believed that the failure of specialists in
various fields of economics is due to the incompetence of their teachers. The problem of
forming competencies manifested itself in the following years in the process of developing a
number of Western socio-pedagogical projects aimed at achieving the following results:

- improving the quality of training of specialists, their preparation for solving complex
professional, social and technological problems that sometimes do not have an unambiguous
solution;

- development of the most optimal testing system for students of different age groups;

- testing the professional skills of applicants with higher education who wish to obtain
a teacher's certificate;

- testing of graduates of pedagogical faculties before assigning them certificates of
teachers.

For the first time, the problem of competency research was scientifically substantiated
at the conference "Competence: Analysis, Criticism, Reassessment" at the State University of
Pennsylvania (USA, May 1980) [5].

Consider how modern researchers present the term "competence” in the educational
context:

- alienated from the subject, a predetermined social norm (requirement) for the
educational training of the student, necessary for his quality productive activity in a particular
field, ie socially fixed result.

- powers granted (for example, by a normative legal act) to a person (another subject
of activity), the scope of his (his) official and other rights and responsibilities;

- construction, which, unlike others, such as skills, abilities, qualifications, etc.,

determines the ability of a particular individual to self-organization. Competences are based
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on knowledge, constructed through values, as well as existing abilities, consolidated through
experience, implemented on the basis of will;

- individuals have or acquired in the process of learning cognitive abilities and skills
needed to solve specific problems, as well as related motivational, volitional and social
readiness and abilities necessary to be able to successfully and responsibly solve problems in
different situations;

- knowledge and skills that characterize the student's ability to perform, understand,
reflect and know what is required by the educational and qualification characteristics of the
specialist after the learning process. Competences are accompanied by clearly defined
evaluation criteria [6].

Mastering key professional competencies is an important task of modern pedagogical
theory and practice. The Key Competences for Europe document states that “competence is
not limited to obtaining and using information, but also includes the ability and readiness for
learning, research and retrieval, communication and collaboration, as well as the ability to
adapt and readiness for professional development. practical activities "[7]. Based on this
broad interpretation, competence can be defined as the ability to turn knowledge into
experience and experience into activity; generalize and systematize knowledge; to organize
one's own educational process, to be able to solve problems of different nature, to take
responsibility for one's education; involves the formation of a number of significant skills and
experience of their implementation: the ability to work with different sources of information,
quickly learn and use information; ability to analyze, compare, establish the relationship
between phenomena and processes, evaluate the phenomena of reality, works of art; ability to
listen and speak, express their thoughts orally and in writing; ability to work in a team,
cooperate, resolve conflicts, lead a monologue, dialogue and polylogue; ability to competently
compile programs and projects of their professional activity, to take responsibility, to be able
to organize. Analysis of the literature suggests considering the concept of "professional
competence” as follows: a set of knowledge that determines the effectiveness of work; the
amount of skills to perform the task; combination of personal qualities and properties; a set of
knowledge and professionally significant personal qualities; vector of professionalization;
unity of theoretical and practical readiness for work; ability to perform complex culturally
appropriate actions, etc. Over the past 10 years, there have been studies on the development of
professional competence of future teachers in a pedagogical university.

A significant number of studies have been devoted to the problem of the development

of professional and pedagogical competence (E. Zeyer [8], I. Zymnya [9], |. Zyazyun [10],
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A. Markova [11], O. Pometun [12], etc.). The basis of professional and pedagogical
competence, according to scientists, is the willingness to work as an integrative quality of
personality.

The epistemological component of professional and pedagogical competence of future
teachers involves adequate perception, understanding of natural and social processes of the
real world (reflection, cognition, modeling).

Purpose of the research: Identify the features of training future teachers of
geography for professional activities on the basiscompetency approach.

Basic material. the system of knowledge - many interconnected elements that
represent a holistic education and are characterized by such qualities as flexibility, dynamism,
variability, adaptability, predictability, heredity, integrity. Knowledge acts as a basis of
professional and pedagogical competence of the teacher of any specialty and its preparation.
The professional competence of a teacher is based on a system of general cultural,
psychological, pedagogical and special knowledge.

The content of general cultural knowledge of a modern teacher is awareness in the
field of the most significant achievements of mankind in various activities (science, art,
religion, etc.), national and universal culture, spiritual and moral values, common cultural
trends, in short, all that knowledge, based on which develops a cultural worldview of the
teacher, creates conditions for his life and professional self-determination, forms a creative,
spiritually rich personality. The modern specialist must know how to access global sources of
knowledge, be able to transform the acquired knowledge into innovative technologies, have
the knowledge required by the modern world [10].

The praxeological component of professional and pedagogical competence of future
teachers consists of professional skills and abilities that a future geography teacher must
possess in order to implement the functions of professional pedagogical activity and ensure its
effectiveness. This component reflects the degree of practical readiness for professional
pedagogical activity, includes not only professional skills and abilities, but also educational
and life experience.

Coverage of the problem of pedagogical skills in the psychological and pedagogical
literature is characterized by ambiguous positions of scientists on major issues, in particular
on the grounds for classification of this phenomenon. Accordingly, the following main
components proposed by modern researchers are distinguished:

- structure of components of pedagogical activity (N. Kuzmina [13]);

- functions of a teacher (I. Zyazyun [10], A. Shcherbakov [14], etc.);

257



- differentiation of types of pedagogical skills (A. Markova [15])

The axiological component of professional and pedagogical competence of future
teachers focuses on the subjective value position of the individual in the educational process.
The axiological system of the individual is determined by his social relations and is based on
a system of worldviews, ideas, value relations, value orientations.

Along with the epistemological, praxeological and axiological components of
competence, the personal component of professional and pedagogical competence of future
teachers should be considered. In this regard, M. Lukyanova notes: "... you can master
professional skills only at the individual and creative level. Any psychological knowledge,
before being embodied in pedagogical practice, is passed through the affective and value
filters of personality, become the property of each teacher, turning into their own evaluative
and conceptual categories, attitudes, behavioral programs. Such transformation of external
(knowledge) into internal occurs at obligatory refraction of external influences through
internal conditions (personal characteristics, qualities). It is professionally significant personal
qualities that act as those internal conditions, passing through which external characteristics
and requirements become the competence of the teacher "[13].

We will reveal the specifics of the epistemological component. Geographical
knowledge is specific: it serves as a means of exploring the world, allowing you to see,
understand and evaluate a complex system of relationships between people, territory and the
environment. At the household level, a person with geographical knowledge can assess the
prospects for a career transformation, where extract mineral raw materials in a reservoir,
swamp - on pasture or arable land, etc.

In the process of studying geography in the minds of students formed a geographical
picture of the world - a holistic image of the world, which has a historical character and fixes
the main objects and relationships between them in the form in which they exist in modern
geographical knowledge. In a broad sense, the geographical knowledge of the future teacher
consists of several components:

- scientific perception of the world around;

- geographical (analytical) thinking related to the ability to determine causal
relationships;

- spatial representations;

- the role of man and humanity in the development of world civilization.

The reason for the renewal of geography on the basis of a comprehensive country

approach is the state of modern science, which, firstly, seeks to integrate its two branches
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(natural-geographical and socio-geographical) and, secondly, sees its goals in the study of
fundamental laws of spatial organization. geographical shell, the interaction of nature and
society.

Geographical competence presupposes the cartographic literacy of the teacher.
Geographers have many special ways of describing, depicting, accumulating and
summarizing information (verbal, written, graphic, statistical, cartographic). The concept of
cartographic literacy includes cartographic thinking, a distinctive feature of such thinking is
the attachment to the territory, the ability to think about the map, to use the map as a source of
knowledge of the surrounding reality.

M. Baransky called the map the "second language™ of geography, it is increasingly
becoming the language of international communication. Formation of cartographic literacy is
the most important element of professional training of a geography teacher. The development
of the cartographic method of research in various fields of knowledge, the active introduction
of GIS technologies significantly expand the range of users of the geographical map, which
requires increasing the overall level of cartographic literacy of the population. The
cartographic method in the cognition of reality is widely used not only by geographers but
also by other specialists. Carl Ortwin Sauer notes: "Cards break our stiffness, stimulate our
secretion, excite the imagination, loosen our tongues. The map has no language barriers, it
acts as a language of geography "[16]. That is why the cartographic training of the future
teacher of geography should be such a level of professional competence that will reproduce
cartographic literacy of the general public.

Geography is a synthetic science that combines the lithosphere, atmosphere,
hydrosphere, biosphere, technosphere - noosphere, which are a complex dialectical concept of
the geographical shell. On the one hand, these are disciplines of the natural cycle, on the other
- social.

The relationship of the whole system of special professional knowledge about the
teacher of geography can be represented as follows:

- understanding the place of geography in the system of modern scientific knowledge
and its significance; knowledge of the basics of the history of geography and the main
directions of modern development;

- knowledge of fundamental ideas, laws, patterns that underlie school courses in
geography;

- knowledge of basic geographical concepts;
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- knowledge of classical and modern methods, tools, techniques, technologies of
professional activity in the specialty and position, the ability to apply, process, specify,
develop. extract mineral raw materials in a reservoir, swamp - on pasture or arable land, etc.

In the process of studying geography in the minds of students formed a geographical
picture of the world - a holistic image of the world, which has a historical character and fixes
the main objects and relationships between them in the form in which they exist in modern
geographical knowledge. In a broad sense, the geographical knowledge of the future teacher
consists of several components:

- scientific perception of the world around,

- geographical (analytical) thinking related to the ability to determine causal
relationships;

- spatial representations;

- the role of man and humanity in the development of world civilization.

The reason for the renewal of geography on the basis of a comprehensive country
approach is the state of modern science, which, firstly, seeks to integrate its two branches
(natural-geographical and socio-geographical) and, secondly, sees its goals in the study of
fundamental laws of spatial organization. geographical shell, the interaction of nature and
society.

Geographical competence presupposes the cartographic literacy of the teacher.
Geographers have many special ways of describing, depicting, accumulating and
summarizing information (verbal, written, graphic, statistical, cartographic). The concept of
cartographic literacy includes cartographic thinking, a distinctive feature of such thinking is
the attachment to the territory, the ability to think about the map, to use the map as a source of
knowledge of the surrounding reality.

M. Baransky called the map the "second language™ of geography, it is increasingly
becoming the language of international communication. Formation of cartographic literacy is
the most important element of professional training of a geography teacher. The development
of the cartographic method of research in various fields of knowledge, the active introduction
of GIS technologies significantly expand the range of users of the geographical map, which
requires increasing the overall level of cartographic literacy of the population. The
cartographic method in the cognition of reality is widely used not only by geographers but
also by other specialists. Carl Ortwin Sauer notes: "Cards break our stiffness, stimulate our
secretion, excite the imagination, loosen our tongues. The map has no language barriers, it

acts as a language of geography "[16]. That is why the cartographic training of the future
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teacher of geography should be such a level of professional competence that will reproduce
cartographic literacy of the general public.

Geography is a synthetic science that combines the lithosphere, atmosphere,
hydrosphere, biosphere, technosphere - noosphere, which are a complex dialectical concept of
the geographical shell. On the one hand, these are disciplines of the natural cycle, on the other
- social.

The relationship of the whole system of special professional knowledge about the
teacher of geography can be represented as follows:

- understanding the place of geography in the system of modern scientific knowledge
and its significance; knowledge of the basics of the history of geography and the main
directions of modern development;

- knowledge of fundamental ideas, laws, patterns that underlie school courses in
geography;

- knowledge of basic geographical concepts;

- knowledge of classical and modern methods, tools, techniques, technologies of
professional activity in the specialty and position, the ability to apply, process, specify,
develop.

Indicators of the epistemological component are:

- literacy (humanitarian, natural science aspects of the initial knowledge of the world
in harmony and interaction);

- education - is literacy, brought to the socially and personally necessary maximum. It
presupposes the existence of a rather broad outlook on the most diverse issues of human life
and society and a certain selectivity in the depth of understanding of the problems of the
surrounding reality; education characterizes personal educational acquisitions.

The professional competence of the future teacher of geography, in addition to the
level of his own professional education, is determined by his motivated desire for continuous
self-education and self-improvement, attitude to work.

Consider the axiological component of the phenomenon under study. If we understand
professional training as a process of professional development, mastering the experience of
future professional activity, we can say that a competent specialist is characterized by value-
semantic attitude to future activities. Positive attitude of future teachers to the emergence and
development of professional pedagogical competence provides and supports motivational

sphere. expressed in need and interest.
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The trend of the last decade is an attempt to test the quality of those knowledge and
skills that may be useful to graduates of free economic education in the future, as well as the
ability to independently acquire the knowledge necessary for adaptation in today's world.
Competence approach is able to combine the requirements of standard and life. It is necessary
to assess the student's ability to solve problems posed to him by the educational environment
within which they are.

Therefore, we will consider the praxeological component of the professional
competence of the future teacher of geography through a system of pedagogical skills (in
relation to the specialty). In this regard, we rely on the concept proposed by V. VVvedensky -
"intellectual and pedagogical competence which is expressed in the ability to apply existing
knowledge to establish pedagogically appropriate relationships, acquisition and
transformation of knowledge by students and the teacher, as well as to develop ways of
innovation™ [15].

The most vivid intellectual and pedagogical competence is manifested in professional
activities, but it can not be equated with professionalism, it determines the degree of
professionalism, characterized by a special type of organization of subject-specific knowledge
and effective decision-making strategies - all responsible for the formation of future teachers
gnostic skills. N. Kuzmina gives a convincing description of Gnostic skills: “Gnostic, or
cognitive, research skills underlie all others and include the ability to analyze the pedagogical
situation, formulate strategic, tactical and operational tasks in the field of education and
training, develop strategies for their solution, evaluate productive and unproductive solutions
and ways to implement them, re-formulate pedagogical tasks and look for more productive
ways to solve them. For example, the ability to work with geographical and pedagogical
literature, mastery of methods of pedagogical research, the ability to characterize the class and
the student, objectively assess the knowledge, skills and abilities of students in physical and
economic geography, geoecology, regional studies, etc.

In the structure of personal qualities of the teacher it is also necessary to allocate
organizational abilities. General organizational skills were studied by L. Umansky, who
identified 18 typical organizational qualities of the individual: the ability to "charge™ other
people with their energy; the ability to find the best use for each person; psychological
selectivity; the ability to understand and respond correctly to human psychology; the ability to
see the shortcomings in the actions of others - critical; psychological tact - the ability to
establish the degree of influence; general level of development as an indicator of intelligence;

initiative - creative and executive; demanding of other people; propensity for organizational
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activities; practicality - the ability to directly, quickly and flexibly apply knowledge and
experience in solving practical problems; independence in contrast to suggestiveness and
blind inheritance; observation; self-control, endurance; sociability; persistence; activity;
efficiency; organization [15].

Thus, the professional competence of the future teacher of geography is an integrated
ability of the individual, which ensures the readiness and success of teaching geography in
secondary school at a high level.

Conclusion: preparation of future geography teachers for professional activity has its
own features, which allows to specify and clarify the definition of "preparation of future
geography teachers for professional activity™ as an integrated education, including a system of
organizational and pedagogical activities focused on educational process - professional
knowledge and skills. knowledge of the theoretical foundations of methods of teaching
geography as a pedagogical science and methods of its research, the formation of abilities and
qualities necessary for future activities and, as a result, readiness.
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