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“THE WAR OF HISTORY” FOR THE GREAT KYIV PRINCE YAROSLAV THE 

WISE AND HIS HERITAGE 
 

Summary. Based on the methodology of comparative studies and in the “war of stories” format was 
conducted a comparative analysis of the views of Ukrainian and Russian historiography on the figure of 
Yaroslav the Wise, the main directions of its falsification and distortion are highlighted. In Russian historical 
science and propaganda, since the times V. Tatišchev, M. Karamzin, M. Pogodin, S. Solovyov etc. to the 
present, substantiate claims of Moscow to Kyiv legacy, denied the role of the Grand Duke of Kiev in the 
formation of Ukrainian statehood, constructed his image as “Collector of Russian lands” and one of the 
founders of the concept of colonial policy, expansion of the territory of the Moscow kingdom and creation 
“Russian centralized state”.  Glorifies and mythologized military activity of Yaroslav the Wise, unilaterally and 
biasedly highlights its contribution to the development of legal foundations Kyiv Rus state, reforming the 
system of power and public administration, contribution to the development of culture, education and 
spirituality, which is interpreted as formation “Russian culture” and “Russian Orthodoxy”.  

Outlined some new approaches to interdisciplinary research of problems and solving the most common 
distortions of the image of the prince and his activities, overcoming ideological stereotypes and myths. 

Keywords: Yaroslav the Wise, Kievan Rus state, “war of stories”, Ukrainian historiography, Russian 
historiography, comparativist, heritage, figure, falsification, distortion. 
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