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INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY MOBILITY  THE 
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VIENNA AND THE IMPORTANCE OF ERASMUS+ TO THIS 

DEVELOPMENT 
Internationalisation at universities 
Many universities start internationalisation processes and these processes are 

generally welcome by the institutions. Hardly any university does not want them. In 
the past, trips to other universities and guest lectures were organised and integrated 
into the schedule. These experiences are now the basis for new concepts and 
strategies to further develop universities. 

Terms like Internationalisation of universities  or Intercultural curricula , 
but also internationalisation@home  have been closely linked with Erasmus 
programmes and Erasmus mobility for three decades. 

Teichler (2007) states that nowadays universities see the challenge to find 
answers to the internationalisation processes of everyday life and that they have to 
become more international as well. Internationalisation is not a minor topic any 
longer, it concern all areas and tasks. Internationalisation makes students, teachers 
and researchers more mobile. Universities develop new courses, which cross borders 
and integrate partners from different countries. Collaboration in research is a global 
phenomenon, English is used as the scientific lingua franca. (cf. Teichler 2007, p. 9)

Internationalisation is seen as an interdisciplinary issue, affecting all areas of 
universities and therefore most questions concerning development. International 
students and academics, international projects and networks are seen as important and 
are valued as characteristic features of research in general and of the excellent quality 
of the university (cf. Fiorioli&Shovakar 2016, p. 27). 

Greiner (2017) analyses internationalisation as well. Content, organisation of 
international teaching and development possibilities, the mobility of individuals and 
the cooperation of tertiary higher education systems  all of these are influenced by 
internationalisation, it is a cross-sectional task (cf. Greiner 2017, p. 76). 

Many universities have internationalisation in their guiding principles and 
international cooperation as part of their profile. Many regions work together in 
partnerships or bilateral and strategic cooperation (cf. Shovakar 2016, p. 27). 

All Austrian universities participate in European programmes and have 
international partnerships. One of the priorities is to raise the number of outgoing 
mobilities. More than two thirds of the universities believe that 

nternationalisation@home , which was made possible because of incoming 
students and academics, and offering English lectures and seminars are important 
tools for internationalisation. 

A study concerning the internationalisation of higher education (De Wit et al. 
2015), carried out by the European Parliament, provides a clearer and more detailed 
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view on the concept of the internationalisation, as it has already been proposed by 
the intentional process of integrating an international, 

intercultural or global dimension into the purpose, functions and delivery of post 
secondary education, in order to enhance the quality of education and research for all 
students and staff, and to make a meaningful contribution to soc (De Wit 2016, 
p. 39). 

Internationalisation is a deliberate and planned process having international, 
intercultural but also global aspects. All of it is the basis for successful post- 
secondary education. The quality of both education and research is improved in this 
way, supporting students and staff of the university to make a meaningful 
contribution to society (cf. De Wit 2016, p. 39). 

The corresponding principles and standards for quality mobility were 
established by the Erasmus Charta for Higher Education (ECHE) (cf. Pichl 2017, 
p. 4). 

The Austrian universities together with the Austrian Federal Ministry of 
Education, Science and Research are developing the so called 
Hochschulmobilit tsstrategie  (university mobility strategy), to promote 

transnational physical mobility. This raises awareness of the value of high-quality 
mobility  for students, lecturers, young researchers and university staff and also for 
the universities themselves (cf. Pichl 2017, p. 4). 

The University college of Teacher Education Vienna is a relatively small 
university for initial education for primary school teachers, vocational teachers, pre- 
school teachers and offering also in-service training. The PH Wien published their 
internationalisation strategy (policy statement) in 2014 parallel to the start of the new 
Erasmus+ programme generation. It is constantly being adapted in order to maintain 
the high quality and competitiveness in the international environment and to adapt it 
following the possibilities of the Erasmus+ programme. 
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