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ENGLISH ANECDOTES: SOME LINGUISTIC PECULIARITIES 

AND THE EXAMPLE OF LINGUISTIC ANECDOTE ANALYSIS

Hlavatska Yu. L. 
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and Tourist Business and Foreign Languages 
Kherson State Agrarian and Economic University, 

Kherson, Ukraine 

Modern anecdotes are a multifaceted phenomenon, which is the subject
of literary criticism (aesthetic), culturological, semiotic, sociological, 
psychological, historical and political analysis. 

V. Karasik claimed that an anecdote is a joke, a short funny story, no doubt,
it deserves special linguistic study [3, p. 39]. As any linguistic phenomenon an 
anecdote has its specific peculiarities. 

Under stereotyping of the structural and content pattern of anecdotes one 
implies the presence of common plots and emergence of similar plot schemes 
in different situations. It should be stated that an anecdote is not re-created, 
but reproduced, transmitted from one narrator to another (reproducibility). 
Anecdotes can be told in many variants (variability). An anecdote itself lacks 
the author, but in this case one should say about the creative activity of 
linguistic community which is changing as well as the life itself [5, c. 73]. 

One of the major topics to be investigated in this field is the difference 
between an anecdote and related genres. Thus, M. Kagan believes that the 
Content itself serves as a characteristic feature underlying the differentiation of 

Such genres as a fairy tale, a fable and an anecdote [2]. In traditional folklore, 
Tor example, the main subjects of the image are everyday lite of the people, in 
1diry lales mythological fantasies about an ideal life; the world of anecdotes 
COnpasses three characteristic genre spheres of the intelligentsia: political, 

edl and erotic |2]. In other words, according to the subject matter sucn ty pes 
dnecdotes as obscene, political, everyday anecdotes, and children's ones are 
nguished [||. G. Slyshkin proposes a classification of anecdotes on the 

Cntilying the basic concepts of the laughing picture of the world, 

35 
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