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TEACHING UKRAINIAN AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE: CHALLENGES 
AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Nowadays globalization and internationalization of higher education in 
Ukraine has expanded the geography of students at the national higher educational 
institutions. So lots of foreign students study Ukrainian as a foreign language. As a 
result this issue becomes rather popular among researchers and practitioners. 
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Scientific research and methodological developments on teaching Ukrainian as 
a foreign language analyze significant problems in this field, in particular the 
organization of the educational process during the study of the language as a foreign 
language, general methodological principles, psycho and sociolinguistic basics, 
communicative approaches, development of communication skills, etc., non-
resolution which leads to a methodologically unfounded teaching of the Ukrainian 
language as a foreign language. 

In modern pedagogical science some aspects of the methodology of teaching 
Ukrainian as a foreign language have been investigated e.g. by S. Yavorsky 
(historical aspect), N. Borodin (terminological aspect), O. Trostynska (linguocultural 
aspect), O. Matsko (methodological aspect). However, most peculiarities of teaching 
Ukrainian as a foreign language, methodological approaches and tools are rather 
relevant. 

necessary to train foreigners to use standard language constructions, to develop skills 
of communication in various situations of life, to give the basic rules of writing and 
understanding the speakers of another language, i.e. to prepare for communication 
among the Ukrainians. 

There are lots of methods in the process of foreign language teaching, 
including Ukrainian, with varying degrees of dissemination and different theoretical 
bases. The most common are the following teaching methods: grammar and 
translation methods; consciously comparative method; audio-lingual method; 
audiovisual method; communicative method. 

We suppose that language teaching should be based on a model of the natural 
process of communication, on an action approach and a communicative method of 
teaching Ukrainian as a foreign language. The communicative method is based on the 
following fundamental general didactic and methodical principles: the principle of 
speech-thinking activity (assumes that any speech material (phrase, text) is actively 
used by native speakers in the process of communication); the principle of 
individualization (the main means of creating motivation in mastering the language; 
principle of functionality - according to this principle the functions of speaking, 
reading, listening and writing are defined as a means of communication); principle of 
situationality (involves recognition of the situation as the basic unit of organization of 
the process of teaching foreign language communication); the principle of novelty 
(provides support for the interest in mastering a foreign language, the formation of 
speaking skills, the development of productivity and the dynamics of speaking skills). 

The introduction of modern technologies, approaches and methods of teaching 
Ukrainian as a foreign language in the educational process contributes to improving 
the quality of its teaching and learning. In accordance with pan-European 
requirements for the quality of education, universities of Ukraine also provide 
informatization of the educational space, integration processes in modern education, 
establishment of Ukrainian education cooperation with European educational 
institutions in the field of educational and scientific activities, student international 
exchanges, opportunity to gain the second higher education and training for master 
programs abroad, etc. 



399 
 

All in all, the ways to increase students' cognitive interest in learning Ukrainian 
as a foreign language include the use of innovative technologies and new 
methodological approaches i.e. interactive teaching methods and technical training 
tools to test knowledge, dissemination of the learning materials, which enhance 
student learning and proficiency. Thus, a multimedia approach to teaching Ukrainian 
as a foreign language can provide instruction in basic speech activities. 
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