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---------

Desarrollo de la competencia sociocultural de los futuros profesores de lenguas extranjeras 
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Abstract: Determining signifi cant factors and eff ecƟ ve strategies for building socio-cultural competence of future 
foreign language teachers for the improvement of their training methods. Methods. The method of a pedagogical 
experiment, a quesƟ onnaire survey to determine the level of socio-cultural competence, tesƟ ng, and the method 
of expert evaluaƟ ons were used. Results. The results of the study indicate the posiƟ ve impact of new pedagogical 
methods on building socio-cultural competence of future foreign language teachers. The experimental group 
showed an increased level of moƟ vaƟ on according to all four moƟ vaƟ on criteria: personal moƟ vaƟ on (72% vs. 65% 
in the control group), professional moƟ vaƟ on (68% vs. 58%), socio-cultural moƟ vaƟ on (75% vs. 70%), and academic 
moƟ vaƟ on (70% against 62%). Conclusions. The research found that building socio-cultural competence is a process 
that can be infl uenced by appropriate methodological approaches. The results showed the posiƟ ve impact of new 
pedagogical methods on enhancing students’ moƟ vaƟ on and improving their socio-cultural skills. Prospects. Further 
research may focus on the creaƟ on and implementaƟ on of new methods of teaching foreign languages aimed at 
building socio-cultural competence. It is important to idenƟ fy eff ecƟ ve methods and approaches that contribute to 
improving results. 

Keywords: Higher educaƟ on. Interdisciplinary competencies. Pedagogical strategy. Philological educaƟ on. 
Professional competence.     

Resumo: Determinar fatores significativos e estratégias eficazes para a construção de competências 
socioculturais de futuros professores de línguas estrangeiras para a melhoria dos seus métodos de formação. 
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Métodos. Foram utilizados o método de um experimento pedagógico, um questionário para determinar o nível 
de competência sociocultural, testes e o método de avaliações de especialistas. Resultados. Os resultados 
do estudo indicam o impacto positivo dos novos métodos pedagógicos na construção da competência 
sociocultural dos futuros professores de línguas estrangeiras. O grupo experimental apresentou um nível 
aumentado de motivação de acordo com todos os quatro critérios de motivação: motivação pessoal (72% vs. 
65% no grupo de controle), motivação profissional (68% vs. 58%), motivação sociocultural (75% vs. .70%) e 
motivação acadêmica (70% contra 62%). Conclusões. A pesquisa constatou que a construção de competência 
sociocultural é um processo que pode ser influenciado por abordagens metodológicas apropriadas. Os 
resultados mostraram o impacto positivo dos novos métodos pedagógicos no aumento da motivação dos 
alunos e na melhoria das suas competências socioculturais. Perspectivas. Mais investigação poderá centrar-se 
na criação e implementação de novos métodos de ensino de línguas estrangeiras que visem a construção de 
competências socioculturais. É importante identificar métodos e abordagens eficazes que contribuam para 
melhorar os resultados.

Palavras-chave: Educação fi lológica. Ensino superior. Estratégia pedagógica. Competências interdisciplinares. 
Competência profi ssional.  
 
Resumen: Determinar factores signifi caƟ vos y estrategias efecƟ vas para desarrollar la competencia sociocultural 
de los futuros profesores de lenguas extranjeras para la mejora de sus métodos de formación. Métodos. Se uƟ lizó 
el método de un experimento pedagógico, una encuesta por cuesƟ onario para determinar el nivel de competencia 
sociocultural, pruebas y el método de evaluaciones de expertos. Resultados. Los resultados del estudio indican el 
impacto posiƟ vo de los nuevos métodos pedagógicos en el desarrollo de la competencia sociocultural de los futuros 
profesores de lenguas extranjeras. El grupo experimental mostró un mayor nivel de moƟ vación según los cuatro 
criterios de moƟ vación: moƟ vación personal (72% vs. 65% en el grupo de control), moƟ vación profesional (68% 
vs. 58%), moƟ vación sociocultural (75% vs. , 70%), y moƟ vación académica (70% frente a 62%). Conclusiones. La 
invesƟ gación encontró que la construcción de competencia sociocultural es un proceso que puede verse infl uenciado 
por enfoques metodológicos apropiados. Los resultados mostraron el impacto posiƟ vo de los nuevos métodos 
pedagógicos en el aumento de la moƟ vación de los estudiantes y la mejora de sus habilidades socioculturales. 
PerspecƟ vas. La invesƟ gación futura puede centrarse en la creación e implementación de nuevos métodos de 
enseñanza de lenguas extranjeras desƟ nados a desarrollar la competencia sociocultural. Es importante idenƟ fi car 
métodos y enfoques efi caces que contribuyan a mejorar los resultados.

Palabras clave: Competencias interdisciplinares. Competencias profesionales. Enseñanza superior. Estrategia peda-
gógica. Educación fi lológica.   

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 RELEVANCE

The trends of humanizaƟ on, humanitarian-
izaƟ on, and globalizaƟ on in pedagogical edu-
caƟ on emerged at the end of the last century. 
They were determined by the corresponding 
changes in the economic and poliƟ cal spheres. 
In pedagogical science and pracƟ ce, the pro-
cess of learning foreign languages has increas-
ingly begun to be considered as “learning 
language and culture”, “learning intercultural 
communicaƟ on”, “learning in the context of 
cultural dialogue” (Askarova, 2023).

The study was determined by a number of 
factors that existed at the Ɵ me of its planning. 
First, a signifi cant change in poliƟ cal and eco-
nomic condiƟ ons was observed during the last 

century, which aff ected the processes of glo-
balizaƟ on and internaƟ onal interacƟ on. This 
created the ground for revising approaches 
to learning foreign languages. Second, the de-
velopment of technology and the increasing 
availability of informaƟ on have led to extend-
ed transnaƟ onal communicaƟ on opportuni-
Ɵ es (Mehrpouyan; Zakeri, 2022). This required 
students and teachers to adapt to new chal-
lenges in the fi eld of intercultural communica-
Ɵ on. UlƟ mately, there was a need for a deeper 
understanding of other cultures, which turned 
out to be an important task for future foreign 
language teachers (Marutla; Mukhuba, 2022). 

Learning a foreign language and culture 
has become something more than just learn-
ing grammar and vocabulary. This began to 
contribute to a deeper understanding of the 
cultural heritage and values of other naƟ ons. 
Teaching intercultural communicaƟ on has 
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become relevant in a world where global in-
teracƟ on is becoming more intense (SANDAL 
et al., 2020). Philology students must learn to 
communicate eff ecƟ vely with representaƟ ves 
of other cultures and understand their views 
and beliefs. Learning in the context of cultural 
dialogue helps future philologists develop tol-
erance, openness to diverse cultures and helps 
them become more competent (Sarimsakova, 
2020; Rashidova, 2021b).

Socio-cultural competence is a complex of 
knowledge, skills, and abiliƟ es that allow a per-
son to eff ecƟ vely interact with representaƟ ves 
of other cultures, to understand and take into 
account the diff erence in values, tradiƟ ons, 
norms and ways of communicaƟ on of these 
cultures. It includes the ability to perceive and 
adapt to cultural realiƟ es, express respect for 
other cultures, develop intercultural sensiƟ v-
ity, and understand the impact of cultural fac-
tors on communicaƟ on and interacƟ on (Wang, 
2019). This competence becomes important in 
today’s world, where globalizaƟ on causes an 
increase in cross-naƟ onal and cross-cultural 
contacts and requires individuals to be able 
to funcƟ on in diverse cultural contexts (RO-
ZIBOYOVICH, 2023).

The analysis of the theory and pracƟ ce of 
training specialists gave grounds to determine 
the following pedagogical condiƟ ons for build-
ing socio-cultural competence:

– the use of authenƟ c educaƟ onal material 
in the process of learning a foreign language;

– the inclusion of project acƟ viƟ es of a so-
cio-cultural orientaƟ on, which ensures acƟ ve 
teacher-student interacƟ on;

– situaƟ onal orientaƟ on of the process 
of building socio-cultural competence of stu-
dents of linguisƟ c faculƟ es (Rashidova, 2021a).

The problem of this study is a need to im-
prove approaches to teaching foreign languag-
es in accordance with the trends of humaniza-
Ɵ on, humanitarianizaƟ on, and globalizaƟ on. 
Changes in the economic and poliƟ cal spheres 
have caused the need for a more complex and 
culturally oriented approach to learning for-
eign languages. However, there are problems 
in the development and implementaƟ on of 
such approaches in the educaƟ onal process. 

For example, the lack of an appropriate meth-
odological framework, insuffi  cient preparaƟ on 
of foreign language teachers for the imple-
mentaƟ on of these strategies, as well as the 
need to fi nd eff ecƟ ve methods for assessing 
students’ socio-cultural competence of. Solv-
ing these problems is an important task for im-
proving the quality of educaƟ on and preparing 
students for the challenges of the globalized 
world (RUSTAMOVA, 2022). 

1.2 AIM

The aim of the study is to idenƟ fy the main 
factors and pedagogical strategies that infl u-
ence the development of socio-cultural com-
petence of future foreign language teachers in 
order to improve their training methods.

1.3 OBJECTIVES/QUESTIONS

Study students’ moƟ vaƟ on for building so-
cio-cultural competence.

Study the eff ecƟ veness of the implementa-
Ɵ on of pedagogical condiƟ ons.

Analyse the eff ecƟ veness of implemented 
pedagogical condiƟ ons in comparison with tra-
diƟ onal condiƟ ons in the process of building 
socio-cultural competence.

2 LITERATURE REVIEW

The analysis of the contribuƟ on of previ-
ous studies seems to be extremely important 
for considering the chosen topic of socio-cul-
tural competence of future foreign language 
teachers. First of all, studying the accumulated 
experience enriches the understanding and 
jusƟ fi caƟ on of the importance of this compe-
tence in the educaƟ onal context. These works 
provide a foundaƟ on for academic discussion 
and determinaƟ on of key aspects that must be 
considered in building students’ socio-cultural 
competence.

The exisƟ ng studies also gave grounds to 
idenƟ fy potenƟ al gaps or unaddressed issues 
in the fi eld of socio-cultural competence and 
idenƟ fy where addiƟ onal research is needed. 
They also provide a context for further aca-
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demic discussions and focus on key topics that 
require aƩ enƟ on in further research.

Begimkulov (2023) considers eff ecƟ ve 
methods of developing the socio-cultural 
competence of coaches in the sports fi eld. The 
arƟ cle carefully analyses the process of profes-
sional development of coaches and idenƟ fi es 
the key factors that infl uence the development 
of this competence. The study indicates the 
importance of taking into account cultural as-
pects in the training of athletes and the devel-
opment of intercultural cooperaƟ on in sports 
teams.

BaƟ rbek o’g’li (2023) discusses the social 
development strategy, in parƟ cular, the role of 
socio-cultural competence and literary educa-
Ɵ on in this process. The author points out the 
importance of understanding and awareness 
of cultural aspects for the harmonious devel-
opment of society and the formaƟ on of civil 
culture.

Englund (2019) analyses subtle moral cos-
mopolitanism through the process of dialogi-
cal communicaƟ on in the context of educaƟ on. 
The study focuses on the importance of com-
municaƟ on and ethical aspects for the forma-
Ɵ on of socio-cultural competence, which con-
tributes to the development of ciƟ zens with an 
open worldview.

Gamage et al. (2021) focused on the study 
of the infl uence of personal values on learning 
approaches and students’ academic perfor-
mance. The authors of the arƟ cle determine 
the importance of taking into account values in 
the educaƟ onal process for building’ students 
socio-cultural competence. The research fi nd-
ings emphasize the importance of personal 
aspects in the educaƟ on and development of 
students.

Khujamov (2023) considered the factors 
that contribute to the development of socio-
cultural competence of history teachers. The 
author of the study analyses the infl uence of 
certain factors on the development of this 
competence and tries to clarify their role in 
the learning process. The results of this study 
can be useful for educaƟ onal insƟ tuƟ ons and 
history teachers to improve the quality of 
teaching.

La RoƩ a et al. (2020) conducted a study ex-
amining perceived factors of service quality in 
online higher educaƟ on. They invesƟ gate the 
impact of service quality on student saƟ sfac-
Ɵ on and academic performance. The study 
can be useful for higher educaƟ on insƟ tuƟ ons 
(HEIs) that off er online educaƟ on in order to 
improve the quality of their services.

Maksymchuk (2020) deals with the charac-
terisƟ cs of foreign language educaƟ on in for-
eign countries and the possibiliƟ es of applying 
this experience in pedagogical universiƟ es of 
Ukraine. The author analyses the main aspects 
of foreign experience and its signifi cance for 
the Ukrainian educaƟ on system. The research 
can be useful for pedagogical insƟ tuƟ ons and 
poliƟ cians who are interested in improving for-
eign language educaƟ on in Ukraine.

Ilhamova (2022) studied the issue of im-
proving the speaking skills of students of non-
philological majors in the context of socio-
cultural competence. The arƟ cle presents the 
results that indicate the need to develop lan-
guage skills for students studying a foreign lan-
guage, but not in philological majors. The au-
thor proves that socio-cultural competence is 
an important component in language learning 
and emphasizes the importance of developing 
this aspect in the educaƟ onal process.

Onishchuk et al. (2020) deal with the 
peculiarities of learning foreign languages 
abroad and ways of applying this experience 
in pedagogical universities of Ukraine. The 
article emphasizes the importance of using 
foreign experience in the training of foreign 
language teachers to improve the quality of 
education. The article also draws attention 
to the relationship between language skills 
and understanding of cultural characteris-
tics, which is important for successful inter-
cultural communication. The study indicates 
the need to improve teaching methods and 
implement pedagogical strategies aimed at 
developing students’ socio-cultural compe-
tence.

Paustovska et al. (2023) consider the inte-
grated development of socio-cultural compe-
tence of students learning German. It is noted 
that building language competence in reading 
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aff ects the development of students’ socio-
cultural competence.

Rashidov (2021b) examines the modern re-
quirements for the socio-cultural competence 
of a history teacher. The arƟ cle emphasizes the 
importance of this competence for eff ecƟ ve 
learning and emphasizes its relevance in the 
modern educaƟ onal environment.

Several key aspects should be noted among 
the issues of future foreign language teachers 
that remain unaddressed in the fi eld of socio-
cultural competence. First, it is necessary to 
study in more detail the impact of specifi c lan-
guage courses and pedagogical methods on 
building students’ socio-cultural competence. 
Second, further research should be conducted 
to understand the impact of students’ indi-
vidual characterisƟ cs, such as cultural context, 
on their readiness for intercultural communi-
caƟ on. Moreover, it is important to study the 
methods of assessment of the level of socio-
cultural competence in order to develop more 
objecƟ ve and reliable instruments. In addiƟ on, 

further research may focus on the role of ped-
agogical innovaƟ ons and modern technolo-
gies in building students’ socio-cultural com-
petence. Finally, it is necessary to idenƟ fy the 
pracƟ cal strategies and teaching methods that 
contribute to the development of this impor-
tant competence in future foreign language 
teachers the most.

3 METHODS

3.1 DESIGN

The research is important and relevant be-
cause it studies a key aspect of the socio-cul-
tural competence of future foreign language 
teachers. The development of this compe-
tence among teachers is important for improv-
ing the quality of educaƟ on and for preparing 
students for intercultural communicaƟ on. The 
study consists of three stages presented in Ta-
ble 1.

Table 1 — Research stages

STAGE PERIOD AIM OF THE STAGE DESCRIPTION OF THE STAGE

Su
m

m
aƟ

 v
e

June - July 2022 The purpose of this 
stage of the experiment 
was to idenƟ fy the iniƟ al 
level of the socio-cultural 
competence of the stu-
dents of philological fac-
ulƟ es parƟ cipaƟ ng in the 
study.

This stage provided for the study of 
the formaƟ on and development of the 
problem in the theory and pracƟ ce of 
educaƟ on. The aim, problem, objecƟ ves, 
hypothesis were defi ned, the conceptual 
framework was developed, and research 
methods were determined. An iniƟ al 
study of the level of socio-cultural com-
petencies was conducted.

Fo
rm

aƟ
 v

e

September 2022 - 
May 2023

The purpose of the 
stage was to test the peda-
gogical condiƟ ons for the 
eff ecƟ ve development of 
socio-cultural competence.

This stage involved the implementa-
Ɵ on of the system of building socio-cul-
tural competence, the development and 
implementaƟ on of pedagogical condi-
Ɵ ons, the study of their eff ecƟ veness. The 
quesƟ onnaire survey, tesƟ ng, and expert 
evaluaƟ on of the level of socio-cultural 
competence were conducted.
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G
en

er
al

iza
Ɵ o

n
June - September 

2023
The purpose of the 

generalizaƟ on stage of the 
experiment is to assess the 
level of socio-cultural com-
petence aŌ er students’ 
training using pedagogical 
condiƟ ons.

It consisted in the processing of the 
results of the tesƟ ng of pedagogical con-
diƟ ons, the preparaƟ on of the research 
paper.

3.2 PARTICIPANTS

The respondents were selected on the 
basis of cooperaƟ on with the Department of 
Foreign Languages and Professional Commu-
nicaƟ on, the Faculty of HumaniƟ es and Social 
Sciences of Volodymyr Dahl East Ukrainian 
NaƟ onal University, as well as the Language 
Department of the Kyiv InsƟ tute of the Na-
Ɵ onal Guard of Ukraine. The total number of 
respondents was 160 people. Such parameters 
as gender, age, major, and year of study were 
used to determine the selecƟ on criteria. The 
method of straƟ fi ed random selecƟ on was 
used to ensure the representaƟ veness of the 
sample. In recogniƟ on of the importance of 
confi denƟ ality and anonymity of parƟ cipaƟ on, 
measures were taken to protect personal data, 
including storing it on a secure server and us-
ing coded idenƟ fi ers for students. In addiƟ on, 
an expert group was formed, which included 
24 teachers from the said insƟ tuƟ ons.

3.3 INSTRUMENTS

Google Forms were used for the survey. 
The data were entered and processed using 
MicrosoŌ  Excel and SPSS StaƟ sƟ cs 19.0. All 
data are given in absolute (number of answer 
choices) and relaƟ ve (% of the number of re-
spondents) values.

3.4 DATA COLLECTION

Pedagogical experiment is one of the re-
search methods that determines the eff ecƟ ve-
ness of the pedagogical systems and models 
in the process of implemenƟ ng relevant peda-
gogical condiƟ ons. The hypothesis advanced 

by the researcher is verifi ed during the peda-
gogical experiment. It provided for a joint ac-
Ɵ vity of the subjects and the experimenter, 
who performs an acƟ ve role developing the 
experiment programme and implemenƟ ng it. 
It is necessary to take into account the fact 
that the pedagogical experiment should be 
variable and prolonged in nature. In parƟ cular, 
during the approbaƟ on of a set of pedagogical 
condiƟ ons, the researcher must be sure that 
this parƟ cular set of condiƟ ons has such quali-
Ɵ es as necessity and suffi  ciency, which enable 
the created system to funcƟ on successfully. In 
the process of a pedagogical experiment, the 
researcher has the opportunity to take into ac-
count the infl uence of certain condiƟ ons on 
the studied phenomena, change some condi-
Ɵ ons, leaving others invariant. 

QuesƟ onnaire for research on the level 
of socio-cultural competence (Appendix A). 
Studying the socio-cultural competence of 
future foreign language teachers, aƩ enƟ on 
was paid to the factors that can infl uence the 
readiness and ability to teach the language 
taking into account the cultural aspects. When 
creaƟ ng the quesƟ onnaire, the task was set 
to study the language skills, cultural literacy, 
pedagogical training, intercultural experience, 
adaptaƟ on to new learning approaches, self-
assessment, and refl ecƟ on.

Test of the assessment of the level of mo-
Ɵ vaƟ on to learn a foreign language (Appendix 
B). The test was developed on the basis of 
known psychometric methods and quesƟ ons 
related to moƟ vaƟ on and interest in language 
learning. The test contains a number of ques-
Ɵ ons aimed at idenƟ fying the main factors that 
infl uence student moƟ vaƟ on, such as interest 
in foreign culture, usefulness of knowledge of 



EDITORIAL
Building socio-cultural competence of future foreign language teachers 73

a foreign language, personal goals and ambi-
Ɵ ons, aƫ  tude to learning, etc.

The research employed the method of ex-
pert evaluaƟ ons to study the eff ecƟ veness of 
pedagogical condiƟ ons aimed at the develop-
ment of socio-cultural competence in future 
foreign language teachers. It provided for the 
involvement of highly qualifi ed experts in the 
fi eld of linguisƟ c didacƟ cs and intercultural ed-
ucaƟ on. The experts got access to a detailed 
descripƟ on of the pedagogical condiƟ ons used 
in the learning process. The expert evaluaƟ ons 
were based on their experience and academic 
knowledge in the fi eld.

3.5 ANALYSIS OF DATA

1. Chi-squared test — χ2, which is calculat-
ed using the formula:

χ2 = (f1 – f 2)
2 /(f1 + f2),                                                    (1);

where f1 і f2 — frequencies of compared 
samples.

2. The Page L-test. It is used to compare 
indicators measured in three or more condi-
Ɵ ons on the same sample of subjects. The 
test makes it possible to idenƟ fy trends in the 
change of the values of the feature during the 
transiƟ on from condiƟ on to condiƟ on. It is cal-
culated as follows: 

                        L =                                                               (2);

where Tj – the sum of the ranks for each of 
the condiƟ ons; j – the serial number of each 
condiƟ on in the new sequence.

The following hypotheses were formulated 
for Page L-test and the chi-squared test:

H1: The increase in growth rates when 
moving from the fi rst result of the intermediate 
test to the second one, and then to the third 
one, is random.

H2: The increase in growth rates when 
moving from the fi rst result of the intermediate 
test to the second one, and then to the third 
one, is not random.

3. Cronbach’s alpha is calculated using the 
formula:

;                                                        (3);

where        – total test score variance;
            – variance of i element. Values in the 
range of 0.7 - 0.8 are considered saƟ sfactory.

4. The Mann-Whitney test was used to as-
sess the diff erences between the experimen-
tal and control samples in terms of the level 
of socio-cultural knowledge. The value of the 
criterion is calculated using the formula:

Uemp = (n1 * n2) + nx*(nx + 1)/2 – Tx                                       
(4);

where n1, n2 – the number of respondents 
of the fi rst and second groups; nx – the number 
of respondents with a higher rank sum; Tx — 
the larger of the two rank sums.

The following hypotheses were advanced 
to apply the Mann-Whitney test:

H1: The group of EG (experimental group) 
students does not surpass the group of CG (con-
trol group) students in terms of their ability to 
fi nd and translate or explain the meaning of 
socio-cultural vocabulary.

H2: The group of EG students surpasses the 
group of CG students in terms of their ability 
to fi nd and translate or explain the meaning of 
socio-cultural vocabulary.

3.6 ETHICAL CRITERIA

High ethical standards were observed in 
the research process. First of all, the data 
privacy of the research parƟ cipants was en-
sured. All personal informaƟ on and data were 
processed and stored in accordance with 
confi denƟ ality requirements. Informed con-
sent was obtained from respondents to par-
Ɵ cipate in the study. All methods and proce-
dures of the research were built considering 
moral and ethical aspects, which guaranteed 
the academic integrity and objecƟ vity of the 
approaches to obtaining data and their analy-
sis. It is also important to note that the re-
search did not have a negaƟ ve impact on the 
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parƟ cipants and did not violate their rights 
and freedoms.

4 RESULTS

MoƟ vaƟ on is one of the important factors 
aff ecƟ ng the success of educaƟ on and the de-

velopment of socio-cultural competence. The 
study of moƟ vaƟ on reveals how internal and 
external moƟ ves aff ect the educaƟ onal pro-
cess and the development of socio-cultural 
skills. Figure 1 presents the results of the study 
of respondents’ moƟ vaƟ on using a test and ex-
pert evaluaƟ on.

The general trend is an increase in the level 
of moƟ vaƟ on in all four criteria in the experi-
mental group compared to the control group. 
This may indicate a posiƟ ve impact of the im-
plemented methods on student moƟ vaƟ on 
and, accordingly, on the process of building 
socio-cultural competence.

The quesƟ onnaire survey on the level of 
socio-cultural competence is an important tool 
in the context of research on this topic. First, 
it enabled the collecƟ on of quanƟ taƟ ve data 
from respondents. The level of socio-cultural 
competencies at the beginning of the study is 
presented in Table 2.

Figure 1 — The results of studying the moƟ vaƟ on of CG and EG students

Source:  Created by the authors of the research (2023).
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Criteria Control group Experimental group
Language skills (%) 75 78
Cultural literacy (%) 60 65
Pedagogical training (%) 70 73
Intercultural experience (%) 45 52
AdaptaƟ on to new teaching & learning approaches (%) 68 75
Self-assessment (%) 80 82
Refl ecƟ on (%) 55 60

This table shows baseline data on so-
cio-cultural competence for both groups of 
students before the study. The indicators 
are provided in percentages and reflect the 
level of each of the criteria at the begin-
ning of the study. According to the results 
of the calculation, we obtained the value 
of the chi-squared test equal to 0.135. This 
value is less than the critical threshold and 
is not statistically significant. Therefore, on 
the basis of this study, it is not possible to 

draw a conclusion about statistically signifi-
cant differences between the control and 
experimental groups regarding the improve-
ment of language skills and cultural literacy. 
This shows that the participants of the con-
trol and experimental groups had the same 
level of socio-cultural competencies, which 
once again emphasizes the reliability of the 
obtained results. Table 3 presents the levels 
of socio-cultural competencies in the middle 
of the study.

Table 2 — Research on the level of socio-cultural competence at the beginning of the study

Table 3 — Research on the level of socio-cultural competence in the middle of the study

Criteria Control group Experimental group χ2

Language skills (%) 74 80 0.83

Cultural literacy (%) 62 70 0.46

Pedagogical training (%) 70 78 0.21

Intercultural experience (%) 46 60 1.29

AdaptaƟ on to new teaching & learn-
ing approaches (%)

71 79 0.33

Self-assessment (%) 83 87 0.25

Refl ecƟ on (%) 56 67 1.63

Table 3 displays intermediate data on so-
cio-cultural competence for both groups of 
students. Based on the obtained results, it can 
be concluded that the diff erence between the 

control and experimental groups at the begin-
ning of the study is staƟ sƟ cally insignifi cant 
for all criteria, as the value of the chi-squared 
test in each case is small and does not exceed 
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the criƟ cal values for establishing staƟ sƟ cal 
signifi cance. This means that the hypothesis 
H1 about the randomness of the increase in 
growth indicators when moving from the fi rst 
result of the intermediate test to the second 
one, and then to the third one, is not rejected. 
The results indicate that the level of socio-cul-

tural competence of both groups of students 
is similar at the beginning of the study, and 
any changes that may be observed during the 
study cannot be considered staƟ sƟ cally signifi -
cant at this stage. Table 4 presents the levels of 
socio-cultural competencies at the end of the 
study.

Table 4 — Research on the level of socio-cultural competence at the end of the study

Criteria Control group Experimental group χ2

Language skills (%) 74 80 2.56

Cultural literacy (%) 62 70 1.33

Pedagogical training (%) 70 78 1.87

Intercultural experience (%) 46 60 4.24

AdaptaƟ on to new teaching & learn-
ing approaches (%)

71 79 3.02

Self-assessment (%) 83 87 0.92

Refl ecƟ on (%) 56 67 1.62

Based on the calculaƟ ons, it can be con-
cluded that for all criteria, the increase in 
growth indicators is not staƟ sƟ cally signifi cant 
and is not random. In other words, the as-
sumpƟ on H2 is not confi rmed, and it can be 
assumed that the increase in indicators is the 
result of the eff ect of the experimental inter-
venƟ on, not random factors.

Еhe empirical value Uemp = 563.5 was cal-
culated using the U test. The criƟ cal value Ucr

0.05 = 660 and Ucr 0.01 = 587 was found. If 
Uemp≤Ucr 0.05; H2 is accepted. If Uemp>Ucr 0.05; 
H1 is rejected. The smaller the U values, the 
higher the reliability of the diff erences. In our 
case, Uemp.

Table 5 presents the value of the Page L 
test. For 1 degree of freedom, the criƟ cal value 
of the Page L test at a signifi cance level of 0.05 
is 3.841.

Table 5 — The results of the Page L test calculaƟ on

Criterion Value
T 33.8
n 2
L 31.8
CriƟ cal value 3.841
Conclusion Reject the null hypothesis about the homogeneity of the 2 samples 
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As the value of the Page L test for our data 
(31.8) is greater than the criƟ cal value (3.841), 
we can reject the null hypothesis about the 
homogeneity of the 2 samples. It can be con-
cluded that the average values of the 2 sam-
ples are not homogeneous.

5 DISCUSSION

The study, which is aimed at building so-
cio-cultural competence of future foreign 
language teachers, gave grounds to make the 
following important conclusions. The intro-
ducƟ on of new teaching methods in the ex-
perimental group led to an increased level of 
students’ moƟ vaƟ on for all four moƟ vaƟ on 
criteria. Gong et al. (2021) and Green, (2020) 
report such results. This tesƟ fi es to the success 
of these methods in promoƟ ng the develop-
ment of socio-cultural competence. In turn, 
Suyunova (2023) and KaƩ ayeva (2023) are cau-
Ɵ ous about the use of the latest technologies 
in building socio-cultural competences. The 
researchers conclude that proven, tradiƟ onal 
methods of training remain more eff ecƟ ve.

The EG students showed a higher level 
of personal moƟ vaƟ on to learn a foreign lan-
guage compared to the control group. This 
confi rms previous fi ndings presented in Hreb-
nieva et al. (2023) and Zhang et al. (2022). The 
obtained data indicate that new approaches to 
learning aff ect students’ individual moƟ vaƟ on. 
The experimental group in this study also had 
a higher level of professional moƟ vaƟ on. This 
indicates that new methods help students be-
come more interested in their future profes-
sion.

As Yılmaz and Temizkan (2022) and Kat-
tayeva (2022) indicated, one of the key aspects 
of research is the development of pracƟ cal so-
cio-cultural competence. The results showed 
that the experimental group has a higher level 
of socio-cultural moƟ vaƟ on, which indicates 
the success of the methods in this aspect. This 
study also confi rmed that new pedagogical 
methods help to enhance students’ academic 
moƟ vaƟ on, which is important for improving 
the quality of learning. On the other hand, 
Tleubay et al. (2020) and Viznіuk et al. (2022) 

do not fi nd diff erences in the moƟ vaƟ on levels 
in the experimental and control groups.

The general trend is the posiƟ ve impact of 
new methods on student moƟ vaƟ on and the 
development of socio-cultural competence. 
This study confi rms the importance of the de-
velopment of pedagogical approaches aimed 
at improving the quality of training of future 
foreign language teachers considering their 
socio-cultural competencies.

The conducted research had a signifi -
cant impact on the theoreƟ cal and pracƟ cal 
spheres of educaƟ on and teaching foreign 
languages. In the theoreƟ cal aspect, it helped 
to expand the understanding of the concept 
of socio-cultural competence and its place in 
modern pedagogical theory. It emphasized the 
importance of integraƟ ng cultural aspects into 
the process of learning foreign languages and 
developed a conceptual foundaƟ on for further 
research in this area.

From a pracƟ cal point of view, the research 
results provided important guidelines for im-
proving foreign language teaching methods 
and teacher training. They indicated the need 
to include the cultural aspect in educaƟ onal 
programmes and the development of special 
methods that would contribute to building 
socio-cultural competence. It emphasized the 
importance of teaching intercultural commu-
nicaƟ on and developing intercultural sensiƟ v-
ity among students, which is of great pracƟ cal 
importance in the condiƟ ons of globalizaƟ on 
and internaƟ onal contacts.

The study had some limitaƟ ons that should 
be considered when interpreƟ ng its results 
despite its important contribuƟ ons. First, the 
scope of the study was limited by the selecƟ on 
of the group of parƟ cipants and the place. The 
results may be more valid if they are represen-
taƟ ve of a wider group of foreign language stu-
dents and more diverse in context.

Second, the study focused on the peda-
gogical aspects of foreign language learning 
and the development of socio-cultural com-
petence, but did not take into account the 
individual characterisƟ cs of the parƟ cipants, 
such as the level of the exisƟ ng knowledge and 
skills, language abiliƟ es, socio-cultural context, 
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etc. Therefore, these limitaƟ ons should be 
considered when considering and applying the 
results of this study and encouraging further 
research in this area.

6 CONCLUSIONS

Relevance. The relevance of research is 
extremely important in the context of mod-
ern pedagogical educaƟ on. First of all, it is 
necessary to consider that the trends of hu-
manizaƟ on, humanitarianizaƟ on, and global-
izaƟ on, which appeared at the end of the last 
century, conƟ nue to develop. Modern soci-
ety requires a deeper integraƟ on of cultural 
and intercultural aspects into the process 
of learning foreign languages. Findings. Flu-
ency in a foreign language and understand-
ing of cultural diff erences are becoming key 
competencies in the condiƟ ons of globaliza-
Ɵ on and growing internaƟ onal interacƟ on. A 
foreign language becomes not only a means 
of communicaƟ on, but also a way of deepen-
ing understanding of other cultures, which is 
criƟ cal for building posiƟ ve internaƟ onal rela-
Ɵ ons and promotes harmonious coexistence 
in a global world. ApplicaƟ ons. The results of 
the study can be useful for students studying 
foreign languages, as well as for those who 
intend to become foreign language teachers. 
They can use this data for their personal de-
velopment and to improve the educaƟ onal 
process. Research prospects. Further re-
search may focus on a more in-depth study 
of the impact of living or working in other 
cultures on the development of socio-cultur-
al competence. It is important to determine 
how this experience aff ects foreign language 
learning and teaching.
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APPENDIX A

QuesƟ onnaire for research on the level of so-
cio-cultural competence 
1. Your level of foreign language profi ciency 
(fl uent, good, saƟ sfactory, poor).
2. What language do you specialize in as a fu-
ture teacher?
3. What country and culture is associated with 
the language you teach?
4. Do you have personal experience of staying 
or working in this country?
5. Have you studied the culture of this country 
apart from the language? (tradiƟ ons, customs, 
history, geography)
6. What pedagogical methods do you consider 
to be the most eff ecƟ ve for building students’ 
socio-cultural competence?
7. How do you assess the level of cultural lit-
eracy of students studying a foreign language?
8. Do you have pedagogical experience in 
teaching intercultural communicaƟ on?
9. What intercultural communicaƟ on skills do 
you consider important for students?
10. How do you prepare students for intercul-
tural communicaƟ on?
11. How do you resolve confl icts in interna-
Ɵ onal relaƟ ons in educaƟ on?
12. Do you use modern teaching methods to 
build socio-cultural competence?
13. What specifi c techniques do you use?
14. Have you parƟ cipated in advanced training 
programmes on intercultural communicaƟ on?
15. Do you know how to assess the level of stu-
dents’ socio-cultural competence?
16. Do you use a system of refl ecƟ on to im-
prove your teaching pracƟ ce?
17. How do you determine that your students 
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are able to communicate freely in the cultural 
context of another country?
18. Do you take into account the individual 
characterisƟ cs of students when building their 
socio-cultural competence?
19. How do you see cooperaƟ on with col-
leagues from other countries in teaching a for-
eign language and culture?
20. How do you combat possible cultural ste-
reotypes among students?
21. Do you have plans to conduct research in 
the fi eld of socio-cultural competence?
22. How do you see the role of the foreign lan-
guage teacher in preparing students for inter-
naƟ onal cultural exchanges?
23. Do you have tools and resources to im-
prove the socio-cultural competence of your 
students?
24. How do you feel about the use of innova-
Ɵ ve technologies in educaƟ on for building so-
cio-cultural competence?
25. Do you think socio-cultural competence 
can be learned, or is it a complex process that 
develops over Ɵ me?
26. What specifi c challenges do you idenƟ fy in 
building socio-cultural competence in future 
foreign language teachers?
27. What methods do you use to sƟ mulate stu-
dents’ interest in studying the culture of other 
countries?
28. How do you assess the eff ecƟ veness of 
your work on building socio-cultural compe-
tence?
29. How do you determine the success of 
graduates in the development of their socio-
cultural competence aŌ er compleƟ ng their 
studies?
30. What possible changes or improvements 
would you recommend to increase the level 
of socio-cultural competence of future foreign 
language teachers?
 
APPENDIX B

Test of the assessment of the level of moƟ va-
Ɵ on to learn a foreign language 

1. You study a foreign language
a) it is your personal choice

b) it is your parents’ choice
c) other
2. What is the purpose of studying a foreign 
language?
a) I like it
b) I want to go to the country of the language 
being studied
c) I am obliged
d) I want to build a future career
e) I want to travel independently
f) I want to study the mentality of the people, 
the culture and tradiƟ ons of the country of the 
language being studied
g) I am forced by parents
h) I want to conƟ nue my studies abroad
i) I want to freely express my thoughts in a for-
eign language
j) I want to read literature and watch movies in 
the original

3. For you, what place does a foreign language 
occupy as an educaƟ onal subject among all 
other subjects in terms of importance?
a) the fi rst
b) 2nd, 3rd ...
c) the last

4. Do you enjoy aƩ ending foreign language 
classes?
a) yes
b) no

5. What foreign language acƟ viƟ es interest 
you?
a) tradiƟ onal
b) unconvenƟ onal

6. What do you most like to do in foreign lan-
guage classes?
a) read
b) tell monologues
c) communicate with each other in German
d) engage in wriƩ en communicaƟ on
e) translate
f) expand vocabulary
g) pracƟ ce lexical material
h) study various grammaƟ cal phenomena
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7. What else would you like to do in foreign 
language classes?
a) watch and discuss fi lms about the social 
realiƟ es of the country of the language being 
studied
b) listen and analyse songs in a foreign lan-
guage
c) learn a foreign language with the help of 
game acƟ viƟ es
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