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FEATURES OF MORPHOLOGICAL WORD FORMATION IN 
ENGLISH  

 
 Affixation is one of the primary methods of word formation in the English 

language and plays a significant role in the evolution of English vocabulary. This 
morphological process involves adding an affix to a base or root word to form a new 
word. The significance of affixation lies in its ability to enhance the expressive capacity 
of the language, what facilitates the creation of new lexical items and enables subtle 
semantic and grammatical shifts. 

The purpose of research. In this scientific research we define the phenomenon of 
affixation as one of the most productive ways of word formation in the English language; 
prove the importance of its study in the process of learning any foreign language. 

Affixation can be categorized into two types: suffixation, which involves attaching 
an affix to the end of a word, and prefixation, where the affix precedes the root. Each type 
contributes uniquely to the structure and meaning of English words. 

Suffixation is the most widespread form of affixation in English and many other 
languages. It is often used to modify the grammatical category of a word or refine its 
semantic meaning [1]. These two functions are derivational function and semantic 
function.  

Thanks to the derivational function of affixation words are transformed from one 
part of speech to another. For instance, when the adjective happy is combined with the 
suffix -ness, it becomes the noun happiness [1]. Derivational suffixes are fundamental in 
building vocabulary of English language and are used everywhere: from academic writing 
to everyday conversation. In contrast, the semantic function of suffixes does not 
necessarily alter the word class but changes or improves the meaning of the original word 
[3]. For example, adding -ship to friend results in friendship, in this situation both of the 
words are nouns, but affixation adds a more abstract and relational meaning to the second 
one. 
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  Talking about the classification of suffixes, there is five of them. The most 
extended one is classification by part of speech. Also there is classification by origin, by 
productivity, by semantic function and lexico-grammatical combinations. 

Classification by part of speech in turn has five types of suffixes: noun-forming 
ones, like –age in baggage or –ment in enjoyment; adjective-forming suffixes, like –able 
in reliable, -ful in graceful or –less in hopeless; numeral-forming ones, like –teen in 
nineteen and –th in fifth; verb-forming, like –ate in activate, -ify in beautify or –en in 
strengthen and the last type – adverb-forming, for example –ly in happily or –wise in 
clockwise. 

The next one is classification by origin. According to it suffixes can be native, that 
are unique and inherent in English, and also borrowed ones, that came to English from 
another languages. As examples of native suffixes there are –dom from freedom or –hood, 
like in sisterhood. Borrowed ones can be, for instance, Latin ( –able, –ible), French (–
ance ,  –ity) or also Greek (–phobia, –logy).  

According to the productivity suffixes can be highly and less productive. Highly 
productive suffixes in English language include –er, -y, -ize, -ness and –less. Less 
productive ones are: –th, –hood, –en and –ous.  

By semantic function suffixes are devided into five grous. Agentive suffixes, like 
–er in dancer or –ist in chemist, denote someone who performs an action or is engaged 
in a specific activity or profession. Nationality suffixes indicate origin, citizenship or 
belonging to a specific country or culture, for example –ian in Italian or –ese in Chinese. 
The third group is collectivity suffixes, for instance –dom in stardom or –ship in 
leadership. These suffixes refer to a group, state or condition shared by a collective. 
Suffixes like –ie in birdie and –let in ringlet express smallness or a lesser degree of 
something and are named diminutiveness suffixes. And the last group is quality suffixes 
[2]. They are used to form abstract nouns that denote a state, condition or quality, for 
example –ness in brightness.  

And, finaly, suffixes are classified by the lexico-grammatical combinations that 
they make with different parts of speech. For example, combinations with verbs, using 
suffixes like –er in runner or –ing in singing. Combinations with nouns: –less in fearless 
or –ism in realism. And combinations with adjectives, for instance with suffixes –en and 
–ly in words harden and friendly. And one more interesting thing about suffixes is 
polysemy in the process of suffixation. It means that some suffixes can possess multiple 
meanings that depend from the context. For example, suffix –er in different words can 
denote: a person performing an action (dancer, painter), a professional role (baker) or a 
tool (blender). 
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Prefixation involves adding a prefix to the beginning of a root word [1]. Unlike 
suffixes, prefixes typically do not change a word’s grammatical category, but rather 
modify or reverse its meaning. It plays a vital role in forming antonyms and in expanding 
the semantic range of verbs and adjectives. Prefixation also has two main functions. First 
of them is semantic modification, according to which prefixes can modify the meaning 
of the root without altering its word class. For example, kind and unkind are both 
adjectives, but the prefix un– adds a negative meaning to the second word. The other 
function of prefixation is lexical expansion. Combining a root with various prefixes helps 
generate many related words from only one simple base, what is crutial for developing 
English language [2]. For example, preview, review or overview from one word view. 
And all of them are the same parts of speech and have related meanings. 

Talking about the types of prefixes, there are three main classifications of them: by 
functionality, by origin and by semantic value. By functionality prefixes can be fully 
bound and semi-bound. Fully bound prefixes cannot stand alone, like prefix un– in untidy. 
And semi-bound ones are derived from independent words. For example, prefix over– in 
the word overestimate. By origin prefixes can be Germanic, like un–, under–, over– or 
borrowed Latin, like in–, de–and re – and also borrowed Greek, like anti– or hypo–. And 
by semantic value prefixes are classified in three groups. Negation prefixes, like un– in 
uncertain or non– in nonsmoker, negate or reverse the meaning of the original word. 
Reversal prefixes indicate the undoing of an action or the repetition of an action. For 
example, it can be prefixes dis– or re–, like in the words disagree and rewrite. Also 
prefixes can indicate time, space or degree: pre– in preheat, inter– in interstate, hyper– 
in hyperactive. 

In conclusion, affixation is a vital process in English word formation, that provides 
both vocabulary expansion and linguistic flexibility. Suffixation alters grammatical 
categories and enriches meanings. It serves derivational and semantic functions and 
initiates the creation of new words. Prefixation primarily modifies meaning without 
changing grammatical category, expanding the range of words with related meanings.  
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ВІЗУАЛІЗАЦІЯ ЧАСТОТНОСТІ ГРАМАТИЧНИХ 
 СТРУКТУР ЗА ДОПОМОГОЮ ХМАР СЛІВ: МЕТОДИКА ТА 

ЗАСТОСУВАННЯ У ВИВЧЕННІ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОВИ 
 
Вступ. Сучасні освітні практики дедалі частіше спрямовані на візуальних і 

цифрових інструментах як до ефективних засобів подачі, аналізу та інтерпретації 
мовного матеріалу. Одним із таких засобів є хмари слів, що дозволяють графічно 
представити лінгвістичні характеристики тексту. Попри поширеність цього 
інструменту у вивченні лексики, потенціал його застосування для аналізу 
граматичних структур залишається недостатньо дослідженим.  

Актуальність теми. У добу цифровізації та візуалізації інформації 
надзвичайно актуальним постає питання пошуку ефективних способів унаочнення 
мовних явищ [1; 4]. Необхідності розширення функціонального застосування хмар 
слів [2]. Вивчення граматики традиційно сприймається як абстрактний і складний 
процес, тож інтеграція цифрових візуалізацій, хмар слів, у навчальний процес може 
значно підвищити його ефективність.  

Мета дослідження – обґрунтування можливостей використання хмар слів 
для візуалізації частотності граматичних структур у текстах різних жанрів, а також 
окреслення методичних перспектив такого підходу у викладанні української мови. 

У сучасній парадигмі гуманітарної освіти зростає інтерес до використання 
візуалізаційних інструментів, які дозволяють унаочнити складні мовні процеси та 
структури. Серед численних цифрових засобів, що стали доступними викладачеві 
й учневі, особливу увагу привертає так зване «хмарне» представлення мовного 
матеріалу – візуалізація у вигляді хмар слів, де розмір, колір чи положення окремих 
елементів репрезентує їхню частотність або значущість у межах певного тексту чи 
корпусу текстів. Водночас більшість прикладів такого застосування стосується 


