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apXeoJIoTii Ta CIeiaIbHIX TaTy3en
ICTOpUYHUX HAayK TepHOMIBCHKOTO HAIlIOHATIHLHOTO
MearoriyHoTO YHiBepcuteTy iMmeHi Bonogumupa ['Harioka

A CENTURY OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH ON ST. GEORGE’S

CATHEDRAL IN LVIV: FROM METROPOLITAN ANDREY

SHEPTYTSKY’S PATRONAGE TO CONTEMPORARY EFFORTS
What can have a greater influence on the upbringing of a nation, on
awakening genuine and heartfelt patriotism among our people, than the living
witnesses—the beauty of our homeland’s nature, its worth in the present, and its
strength and meaning in the past?
... We do not want to be guardians of graves,
we want to be witnesses of rebirth.
Andrey Sheptytsky, 1913
These words were spoken by Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky on December 16,

1913 at the opening of the National Museum in Lviv, and they remain relevant to this

day.
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He not only collected and preserved antiquities himself, but also encouraged the
clergy and intelligentsia to do so. The Metropolitan urged that the monuments of the
past not be separated “even in thought from the contemporary times and the tasks of
the future” [1, P.186].

His words were confirmed by the blessing of archaeological research on the
territory of the Cathedral of St. George, which was conducted by archaeologist
Yaroslav Pasternak in 1932-1933. He led comprehensive architectural and
archaeological research on the territory of the Cathedral [2, P. 248; 3].

At that time, a century and a half had passed since the time when, due to hygiene
concerns and the overcrowding of cramped cemeteries, necropolises were separated
from churches by a patent of Joseph II dated December 11, 1783, which, according to
ancient princely custom, existed around churches and in them.

Architectural and archaeological research was facilitated for two main reasons:
firstly, the impetus for studying the church dungeons of the St. George’s Church was
the sensational discoveries made by Austrian and other European archaeologists in
the crypts of medieval churches, even those made by Pasternak in St. Vitus Cathedral
in Prague; secondly, the Metropolitan Conservation Commission decided to verify
the statement of priest Antoniy Petrushevych that “the church of St. George was
originally founded completely differently, stating that the current location of the main
altar was once the entrance to the church, and vice versa: in the place of the current
entrance there was a main altar” [4, P. 312-315; 5, P. 2, 3].

Excavations were carried out in 1933 by Yaroslav Pasternak during renovation
work inside the church. The foundations of the cathedral were thoroughly
investigated. Yaroslav Pasternak noted that he conducted all archaeological
excavations on the territory of St. George’s Cathedral at the Metropolitan’s own
expense, who “spares no expense for this, and who is a great patron of our science
and art” [6, P. 2, 3; 7, P. 4].

Pasternak discovered the remains of the main apse of the previous cathedral,
founded on the site of a wooden church back in the 1360s. Indeed, the Gothic church,
unlike the modern Baroque one, had the altar facing east! Under the ruins of the
foundations, he found the clay floor of the first princely church with traces of a great
fire [8, P. 287, 289; 9, P. 52].

Yaroslav Pasternak devoted a separate article to archaeological research in the
territory of Lviv, in which he popularly and in detail described the current state and,
in particular, indicated: “But the time will come when our archaeologists will be able
to freely explore the former capital of the Halych—Volhynian State and will then
discover many unknown, but convincingly eloquent witnesses to the life and
existence of this dear city, whose foundation has been exactly 700 years” [10, P. 15].
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A feature of Yaroslav Pasternak’s scientific career is the fact that he, one of the
few archaeologists in the world, was lucky enough to excavate three cathedrals (St.
Vitus in Czechia, St. George in Lviv, and the Assumption Cathedral of Princely
Halych) [11, P. 103].

The restoration of Ukraine’s independence gave impetus to the second
excavation. Three researchers of the Archaeological Commission of the National
Archaeological Museum received an offer to conduct excavations in the Cathedral’s
crypt due to the transfer of the ashes of Cardinal Josyf Slipyi from the Cathedral of
St. Sophia in Rome to the crypt of the Cathedral of St. George in Lviv.

From November 1991 to March 1992, they examined the burials and scattered
human skeletons in the crypt, gathered a considerable collection of artifacts of church
use, and also discovered a container with human remains with an accompanying note
from Pasternak himself [12, P. 157-195].

The next stage of archaeological research on St. George’s Mountain began in the
2010s as part of restoration and revitalization projects of the St. George Cathedral
complex as a landscaping of the territory, upper and lower courtyards, restoration of
the bell tower, gates and fences, completion of the restoration of the Metropolitan
Chambers, arrangement of a bypass of the northern and western buildings of the
chapter house.

In 2011, employees of the Scientific and Research Centre «Rescue
Archaeological Service» of the Institute of Archaeology, National Academy of
Sciences of Ukraine provided archaeological support during engineering and
geological research on the territory of the Cathedral of St. George and St. George
Square, 5. A number of archaeological pits were dug in the dungeons and in the
courtyard.

In 2015, archaeological supervision was carried out on some areas during the
reconstruction (restoration) of St. George’s Square with the construction of the
Monument to Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky.

In 2017, a series of pits were dug to develop a project to eliminate the
emergency condition of the northern span of the Baroque Gardens retaining wall.

From July to November 2018 and from June to September 2019, the Scientific
and Research Centre «Rescue Archaeological Service» of the Institute of
Archaeology, National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine conducted archaeological
excavations and supervised restoration work on the territory of the 18th-century
complex of the St. George Cathedral.

The heads of archaeological research of the Scientific and Research Centre
«Rescue Archaeological Service» of the Institute of Archaeology, National Academy
of Sciences of Ukraine are Mykola Shnitsar and Ostap Lazurko [13].
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Despite the importance of the site, archaeological research on St. George’s
Mountain has been episodic and fragmentary, conducted primarily in connection with
restoration works or specific events.

Meanwhile, St. George’s Cathedral stands as an architectural monument of
national significance. The complex includes several historic components: St.
George’s Cathedral (1740-1770, No. 376/1), Metropolitan’s Palace (1761, No.
376/2), House with a bell tower (18th century, No. 376/3), Fence with gates (1765,
No. 376/4) [14]. Since 1998, the Cathedral has also been inscribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage List as part of the “Lviv Historic Centre Ensemble” (No. 865,
Ukraine), underscoring its global cultural and historical value.

The main tasks of future archaeological research at St. George’s Cathedral in
Lviv are: to conduct landscape archaeological research in order to inform a
scientifically sound decision regarding the revitalization of the areas surrounding the
Cathedral of St. George; to investigate the history of settlement on St. George’s
Mountain from ancient times to the present through archaeological means; to ensure
compliance with the best international practices in the implementation of future
projects.
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Outer HuaunummH
KaHIUJIAT ICTOPUYHUX HAYK, TOIEHT Kadenpu
MeJIaror1Ky BUINOI IIKOJW Ta CYCHUIBHUX JUCHIUTUIIH
TepHONIBLCHKOTO HAIIIOHAIEHOTO MEUYHOTO
yHIBepcuTeTy imMeH1 [Bana ["'opbaueBchkoro
JIAJBHICTH AHAPESA WIEINITULHBKOI'O
Y BUPIIIEHHI IUTAHHS COLIAJIBHOI HEPIBHOCTI

[Tornmsan I'pexo-Katomunpkoi [lepkBu Ha coliadbHe NMUTAHHS TPYHTYBaBCS Ha
€BAHTEJIbCHKUX MPHUHITUIAX. X04a IIepKBa YHUKAIA COI031B 3 Oy/b-IKUM BEPCTBAMHU
CyCHIJIBCTBA, Y BUNAJKaX KOHGIIKTY Mk Oaratumu 1 6iqaumu Auapent llentuipkuit
BBa)kaB CBOIM O0OB’A3KOM cTaBaTH Ha OIK OigHuMX. BiH BBa)xaB cBOIM OO0OB’SI3KOM
MOKPAILUTHU IXHIO JOJIIO.

CgoiM 3aBnanssaM A. lllenTunbkuii 03HaYMB 3aXUCT O1THUX BIJl €KCILTyaTalli Ta
3a0€3MeUeHHs] XOpOIMX YMOB Tpallli Ta CHPaBEMJIMBOI 3apoOITHOI ILIATH.
OOrpyHTYBaHHSM TaKOi MO3UIIIi Oyia XpUCTUSIHCHKA YeCHOTA MItocepasi. Peamizartis
i€l METU Majia COIliaibHE 3aBNIaHHS, SKE Majo CIPHUATA OUTBII CIPABEITUBOMY
po3moaily mpaB 1 OOOB’SI3KIB MDK yciMa KjacaMH Yy CYCHUIbCTBL. Y IIbOMY
COIllaJIbHOMY 3aCTOCYBaHH1 0J1aro/IIMHICTh Majia OyTH TUM YUHHUKOM, SIKMI 00’ €/1Ha€e
pi3HI BEpCTBH, aje HE 4Yepe3 pO3B’sA3aHHA KOH(DIIKTIB Ta OOpoTHOM, a yepe3
MIATPUMKY JIFOACHKOT Mpalli.

MUTpPONIONUT HE MJAXOAUB JO COILIAIBHOTO MUTAaHHS JIMIIE 3 OOTOCIOBCHKOI
nepcreKkTuBu. BiH yCcBImOMIIIOBAaB, M0 3MIHM, SKHX 3a3HAJO0 €BPOMNEHCHKE
CYCIUIBCTBO, TIOB’5I3aH1 3 MPOMUCIIOBOIO PEBOJIIOIIEIO, KOJIM B HOBOMY CYCIIJIBHOMY
YCTpOi KamiTaj TepeBakaB HaJ IMpalrero, KamiTaax 1 Biaja Majd TepeBary Haj
MPAIIOIOYUMH. Pe3ynhTaToM IhOTO CTana B3a€EMHA HEHABUCTh MiXK COIIAIbBHUMH
CTaHaMH.

VY Tl'anuuuni 11e O0yJ1o0 11e OlIble YCKJIAAHEHO 1HIMUMHU dakTopaMu. SIK 3a3Ha4YaB
A. lllentuupkuii: «CTaHOBHUILE B HAMIOMY Kpal CTae M€ BaXXYUM: L€ 4Yepe3
HECTEpIHE €KOHOMIYHE CTAaHOBUIIE IJIOTO Kparo, MOJITUYHY OOpOTHOY, MOJATKH 1



