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VALUE-SEMANTIC FOUNDATIONS FOR
THE DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATORS’
SPIRITUAL INTELLIGENCE UNDER
CONDITIONS OF EDUCATIONAL
TRANSFORMATIONS

Nataliia Zakordonets
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Ternopil Volodymyr Hnatiuk National Pedagogical University, Ukraine

In the current stage of socio-cultural development, marked by intensifying
civilisational challenges and a rethinking of the humanistic foundations of education,
the issue of forming the educators’ spiritual intelligence as an integral component of
professional maturity and axiological orientation is acquiring particular scientific and
practical relevance. The full-scale war in Ukraine, along with global educational shifts
and postmodern crises of identity and morality, has exposed the urgent need for
value-oriented pedagogical practices. Amid widespread uncertainty, trauma, and
social fragmentation, educators face the dual burden of personal resilience and
professional responsibility for shaping the consciousness of future generations. This
context necessitates not only a high level of emotional and social competence but
also a profound dimension of spirituality and meaning-making, encapsulated in the
concept of spiritual intelligence (SQ). The development of spiritual intelligence in
teachers is no longer an abstract or philosophical ideal but a practical imperative in
educational systems that strive to cultivate empathy, ethical reasoning, and inner
resilience.
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Scholars such as D.Zohar and I. Marshall [6] conceptualize spiritual
intelligence as the capacity to act with wisdom and compassion while maintaining
inner peace regardless of circumstances. R. Emmons [1] links SQ to transcendent
functioning and moral development. Ukrainian researchers [4] emphasise the role
of values and worldview orientations in shaping pedagogical identity. While
numerous studies examine emotional and social intelligence in education, fewer
focus specifically on the integration of value-semantic dimensions and spiritual
development within the educators’ professional training, particularly under
conditions of national crisis and educational transformation.

The purpose of this paper is to conceptualise the value-semantic foundations
for developing spiritual intelligence in educators in the context of systemic
educational change, social upheaval, and the moral challenges brought about by war.
The study aims to identify pedagogical approaches, models, and tools that facilitate
the integration of spirituality, meaning-making, and moral reflection into professional
teacher education.

The theoretical framework is based on the integrative-humanistic paradigm,
combining existential pedagogy [2], transformative learning theory [5], and the
model of spiritual leadership in education [3]. Methodologically, the study employs
qualitative analysis of curricula, focus group interviews with teacher educators, and
content analysis of reflective narratives provided by pre-service teachers undergoing
training during the wartime period in Ukraine. Key findings indicate that spiritual
intelligence in educators is cultivated through intentional reflection on core values
(such as dignity, responsibility, compassion, and justice), engagement in dialogue-
centred learning environments, and exposure to ethical dilemmas rooted in real-life
social contexts. Pedagogical tools effective for SQ development include narrative
pedagogy, Socratic dialogue, autobiographical reflection, spiritual journaling, and
scenario-based learning. Moreover, wartime experiences have intensified the
demand for educators to rely on inner resources of meaning, purpose, and spiritual
resilience.

The study has revealed that teacher preparation programs incorporating
modules on value education, peacebuilding, and trauma-informed pedagogy have
been more successful in fostering spiritual and moral maturity among teacher
trainees. Participants have highlighted the role of cultural and national identity as key
components of their inner moral compass, linking spiritual growth to civic
responsibility and professional mission. Spiritual intelligence should be recognised
as a core component of teacher education, particularly in times of war and systemic
transformation. Institutions must integrate value-based education and reflective
practice into curricula, promoting personal growth alongside professional
competence. Future research should develop diagnostic tools for assessing levels of
spiritual intelligence and explore longitudinal impacts of spiritually informed
pedagogy on student learning outcomes. Policy frameworks should support holistic
education models that prioritise spiritual, emotional, and ethical dimensions of
teacher development.

In conclusion, the formation of spiritual intelligence in educators represents a
multifaceted and dynamic process grounded in value-semantic reflection, critical
dialogue, and existential awareness. Integrating transformative learning theory,
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critical theory, emotional intelligence, and existential psychology provides a robust
theoretical foundation for understanding and fostering this development. As
educational landscapes continue to evolve amid complex social challenges,
prioritising the cultivation of spiritual intelligence becomes essential for enhancing
educators’ resilience, ethical sensitivity, and pedagogical effectiveness. Therefore,
educational policies and professional development programs should intentionally
Create opportunities that support educators in engaging with transformative
experiences, reflective practices, and collaborative dialogues to nurture their
spiritual growth and ultimately enrich the educational environment.
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WIHHICHO-CMUCHOBI OCHOBM PO3BUTKY AYXOBHOro
IHTENEKTY NEQAroriB B YMOBAX OCBITHIX TPAHCO®OPMALIA

3akopAoHeLb Hatanis IBaHiBHa

KaHAWAAT NefaroriyHux Hayk, AOLEeHT, AoLeHT kadeapn iIHO3EMHUX MOB

TepHoNineCokul HayioHanLHUl nedazo2iyHudl yHisepcumem imeHi Bosnodumupa Hamioka, YKpaiHa
O6ixoa IHHa BacnniBHa

KaHAWAAT NeAaroriyHnX Hayk, AOUEHT, AoUeHT kadeapn HiMeubkoi Ginonorii 1a MeToankm
BVKNAaHHS HiMeLbKOI MOBU

TepHoNineCokul HayioHanLHUG nedazo2iyHud yHisepcumem imeHi Bosnodumupa Hamioka, YKpaiHa
KnnmeHko AHatonin Onerosuy

KaHAWAAT NeAarorivyHuX Hayk, AOLEHT, AOUEHT Kabeapu aHrNinceKoT Ginonorii Ta MeTOANKM
HaBYaHHA aHMNiNCBKOT MOBW

TepHoNineCokul HayioHanLHUl nedazo2iyHudl yHisepcumem imeHi Bosnodumupa Hamioka, YKpaiHa
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