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FORMATION OF STUDENTS’ NATIONAL IDENTITY DURING 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE CLASSES 

 
The purpose of the study is to determine the vectors of transformation of the 

national identity of Ukrainian students of pedagogical universities in modern socio-
cultural conditions, namely during foreign language classes. The main issue of the 
formation and change of Ukrainian identity during foreign language classes is 
considered through the prism of the interaction (or presence) of components of civic 
or ethnic identity. Researchers offer various types of classifications and 
categorizations. The categories include language, ethnicity and explore regional (or 
other) differences. The dominant approach to studying the dynamics of students’ 
national identity is the dichotomy of civic and ethnic identity. The authors offer 
various classifications of types of nationalism and its development, but the central 
place is occupied by the dichotomy of civic and ethnic identity, proposed by Hans 
Kohn [1, p. 12]. The dichotomy distinguishes two types of nationalism: civic and 
ethnic. The type of civic nationalism is aimed at democratic processes that legitimize 
state formation. In turn, the ethnic type of nationalism focuses on the cultural/ethnic 
dimension [2, p. 2]. Despite criticism of the increased attention to this dichotomy and 
its simplified understanding [3, p. 12], it is the division into civic/ethnic types of 
nationalism that serves as a reference value in studies of Ukrainian national identity. 
Researchers identify factors that influence identity and categories by which shifts 
towards civic or ethnic identity can be measured. 

Regarding the direction of research in a postcolonial vein, there is no serious 
discussion of the literature on colonial identity in studies of Ukrainian identity. Thus, 
the question arises of the relevance of studying the identity of Ukraine through the 
prism of postcolonial processes. It is necessary to determine the criteria by which 
Ukrainian identity is classified as postcolonial, to conduct empirical research, 
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including comparative ones, and to clarify the place of the concept of “postcolonial 
society” in the system of narratives and practices that construct the national identity of 
Ukraine. In connection with the transformation of Ukrainian society, research 
opportunities have increased within the framework of such approaches as studying the 
attitude of Ukrainian students to new national symbols and the formation of new social 
practices. 

The study was carried out using a set of complementary methods that ensured 
the effectiveness and scientific reliability of the results obtained: analysis, 
systematization and comparison of the provisions of the scientific literature - to reveal 
the state of the specified problem, to clarify the essence and dynamics of the national 
identity of students in the modern educational and socio-cultural context, 
generalization and systematization - to substantiate the results and conclusions of the 
study. The scientific novelty lies in the fact that for the first time an attempt has been 
made to analyze changes in the formation of the national identity of students in the 
modern socio-cultural context and during foreign language classes. It was concluded 
that the main elements of national-cultural identity are language, lifestyle, elements of 
the culture of a certain ethnic group, religion, state symbols, literature, art, architecture, 
traditions, music, clothing, politics, norms, values, manners, rituals and customs. The 
study of a foreign language culture is impossible without a formed national and 
cultural base of the native language. And all the knowledge acquired in foreign 
language lessons, students pass through the prism of knowledge obtained in the 
process of mastering their native culture. To be a patriot of your homeland first of all 
means to be a patriot of your family, to know your roots. 

English is a means by which you can tell the world about your homeland, city, 
village, your personal world. In lessons, each child is given the opportunity for self-
expression and creativity. Effective forms of patriotism education in relation to 
English lessons are: familiarization with the biographies of outstanding scientists, 
writers, public figures who left a deep mark in patriotic service to the homeland, their 
people; with materials about the heroic past of the country, about the courage of its 
people; acquisition and expansion of knowledge about their native village, city; the 
formation of their need to master the culture of interethnic relations. Therefore, in 
English lessons it is important to strive to select such material from which students 
could gain knowledge about the traditions, life, history and people of their country and 
the country of the language being studied; to use such exercises that help students 
develop the ability to compare facts and draw conclusions. For example, when 
studying regional studies material that tells about the political structure and state 
symbols of Great Britain, students are asked to find information about the state 
symbols of Ukraine, compare their history of origin. Acquaintance with the culture of 
the country of the language being studied occurs through comparison and constant 
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evaluation of previously existing knowledge and concepts with newly acquired 
knowledge and concepts about their country, about themselves. 

Conclusion. In accordance with what has been written, it is possible to create a 
summary that is consistent with the power of how identity was formed in Ukraine and 
how it changes, lying in many areas. Many authors take as a basis the dichotomy of 
community and ethnic identity. However, the concept of “hybridity” and “postcolonial 
approach” is more often discussed in relation to the nature of changes in the identity 
of Ukrainian students. There is still no unambiguous type of nutrition, how many 
officials are pouring into the change of that and other identities and in some minds the 
national identity is becoming clearly expressed. It should also be noted that the 
economic, political and social conditions characteristic of the modern stage of our 
country's history contribute to significant changes in the status of a foreign language 
as an academic discipline. Today, it is necessary for representatives of most 
professions who are competitive in the conditions of modern society. Successful 
mastery of the program of the relevant academic discipline is an important part of the 
successful training of a modern highly qualified specialist in almost any field. 

   In the process of studying it, students develop not only a system of knowledge 
from the relevant field, but also the skills and abilities to use it for the purposes of 
communication and obtaining information that is important from the point of view of 
their future professional activities. 
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