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THE IMAGE OF WARTIME UKRAINE IN THE
AMERICAN PRESS THROUGH THE PRISM OF
CONCEPTUAL METAPHOR

Ivantsiv Oryslava

Ph.D. in Philology, Associate Professor

Department of Translation Theory and Practice

Ternopil Volodymyr Hnatiuk National Pedagogical University, Ukraine

One of the most productive means of image-making is conceptual metaphor, the
study of which in various discourse types has recently become a promising area of
cognitive linguistics. Metaphorical modeling as a process of perception,
systematisation and structuring of a certain fragment of reality plays an important role
In country image creation. Image as a mental formation, a conception of an object,
emerges in the human mind, and, consequently, it is reasonable to use the theoretical
framework and methods of cognitive linguistics to analyze the dual, cognitive and
verbal, nature of this phenomenon.

Conceptual metaphors in media discourse have already attracted some attention of
linguists. However, metaphorical modeling as a linguocognitive technique of
cultivating a country image to a foreign public has not so far become an object of a
comprehensive study. This research, therefore, aims to examine the patterns of
metaphorical modeling of Ukrainian wartime reality in the modern American media
discourse, i.e metaphorical models immersed in the life in Ukraine during the Russian
invasion of the country in 2022, which contribute to the formation of a relatively
holistic image of the country in the minds of the target audience. Its focus is on the way
the press covers events, topics and issues relating to a foreign country, using America’s
newspaper coverage of Ukraine as an example.

The corpus of the data used for this study consists of 75 analytical news articles
and opinion articles issued by four U.S. newspapers, namely USA Today, The New
York Times, New York Post, and The Washington Post within the period from February
24, 2022 onwards and accessed on the newspaper websites.

The collected data were analyzed in the light of the Conceptual Metaphor Theory
formulated by G. Lakoff and M. Johnson in their work Metaphors We Live By (Lakoff
and Johnson, 1980). For metaphor analysis in media discourse, Charteris-Black’s
(2004) Critical Metaphor Analysis was used. The analysis resulted in singling out nine
metaphorical clusters within the American media discourse, which comprise 244
metaphorical expressions. The range of the target domain UKRAINIAN WARTIME
REALITY includes the following source domains: PERSON, JOURNEY, GAME,
THEATRE, BATTLEFIELD, LESSON, FOOD, FORCE OF NATURE AND
CORNERED ANIMAL. They do not embrace the whole range of sources of
metaphorical expansion but, nevertheless, contribute to crafting a relatively holistic
image of wartime Ukraine in the foreign audience.
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In the texts of the American newspaper articles, Ukrainian national identity is
shown to be far too complex to grasp — opposed to imperialism, united against the
enemy and determined to defend its freedom. Ukrainian wartime reality is
conceptualized as a ruthless struggle not only for the country’s independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity within its internationally recognized borders, but
also for preserving democracy and the post-Cold War world order.

The analysis of the metaphorical clusters within the U.S. media discourse has
revealed that they characterize Ukrainian wartime reality from different perspectives,
reflecting different dimensions in the multidimensional space of the state and military
affairs in Ukraine during the war. The interaction of the models intensifies and
harmonises the influence on the consciousness and subconsciousness of foreign
publics. This influence is exerted in the American press to form a holistic image of
wartime Ukraine as a determined partner, a reliable ally that is willing to bear the
consequences of war so that the other countries do not have to do so themselves in the
future.
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