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TEACHING EUPHONY IN UKRAINIAN AS A FOREIGN
LANGUAGE COURSE FOR BEGINNERS
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Kostiuk Yuliia
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Department of Ukrainian Language
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The significant rise in the number of Ukrainian learners worldwide since the
start of the Russian full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 has led to an
unweaving interest in the acquisition methods of Ukrainian phonetics, grammar,
vocabulary, and syntax. Understanding phonetics as an integral part of the overall
language structure enables the implementation of the principle of advanced oral
learning; moreover, mastering the phonetic features helps to understand the laws of
the written language and spelling norms [2]. In addition to phonemes, stress, and
intonation patterns, beginner learners experience various sound alternations that pose
a challenge in language use, both in perception and production. While alterations in
word roots during declension can be explained only through the historical grammar
of the Ukrainian language, the euphonic phenomena depend on the immediate
context and have explicit explanations.

There are multiple views on the place of acquiring euphony at the beginner
level. The new Standard of Ukrainian as a Foreign Language for A1-C2 levels
adopted in 2024 includes three euphonic skills for A1 and A2 levels: using
prepositions y, B (euphonic variants of in): 6y y JIeBoBi, sxmina B Kwuesi; using
conjunctions i, # (euphonic variants of and): OymuHOK 1 KiMHaTa, KiMHaTa W
aBaMTOpIsA; USING prepositions 3, i3, 3i (euphonic variants of from): 3 Amkupy, BiH i3
Cupii, 31 mkoau. One more euphonic skill — using initial y — B in words: ymitky —
BJIITKY, yaeHb — Baenb — adds for B1 and higher levels [3]. Some practitioners even
overemphasize the importance of acquiring euphony: "Mastering the means of
euphony of Ukrainian speech is an essential goal of teaching Ukrainian to foreign
students. When studying phonetics, they should master the primary means of
euphony, make sure that it is achieved by the natural alternation of individual vowel
and consonant sounds, and be able to use variants of words and word forms without
changing their meaning, for example, y — B, i — #, e — %, HaJ — HaJli, 3HOBY — 3HOB,
mumre — jum” [1] At the same time, having analyzed 33 Ukrainian for beginners
textbooks, Petro Luno states that the authors consider the explanation of individual
sound pronunciation to be mandatory, while the explanation of other phonetic
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phenomena, including assimilation, dissimilation, simplification, or alternation is
presented as additional information and only by some authors [2].

Given the comparatively complex paradigm of Ukrainian parts of speech and the
variety of grammar forms that are challenging for a beginner student to recognize and
produce, learners at A1-A2 levels are often overwhelmed by the amount of
grammatical information in oral and written texts. The demand to correctly use
euphonic prepositions at such an early stage creates additional tension. Moreover,
native speakers of Ukrainian often violate some euphonic patterns in their speech,
which may cause frustration. Consequently, we suggest that beginner students should
be taught to recognize euphonic variants y — B, i — i1, 3 — i3 — 31 and words with initial
y — B and i — i to avoid misperceptions. The basic vocabulary and phrases offer a lot
of illustrative material, which can be shaped as in Fig. 1.

BiH i BoHa. KiT y pectopaHi.
Piuka 4 o3epo. KiT B IcnaHil.
Bok3anu i 3ynnHkn. Mw BAOMa.
Bokzanwu A aeponopTi. Yaoma aobpe.
BiH ige. BiH yuuTens.
BoHa ije. BoHUW BYUTENI.
IMOBIpHO, BOHa TYyT. BiH byB y KiHO BYOpa.
BoHa, WMOBIpHO, TyT. BiH 6y8 y4opa B KiHO.

Mu 3 AMepuKu.
CryaeHT i3 Cyaany.
Puba 3i LLseuji.
Kasa 3 MONOKOM.
Yaii i3 uykpom.
BapeHwukun 3i cMeTaHoto.
1 3 To6ot0.

Tu 3i MHotO.

Figure 1. Presenting euphony y — B, i — i1, 3 — i3 — 3i to students at Al level

To align euphony with a communicative approach to teaching Ukrainian as a
second language, presenting 3 — i3 — 31 prepositions should be introduced as a part of
learning countries and origins with examples 3i CIILA, 3i [IIBeii, i3 Cynany. Later, it
gets reinforced with occasional instrumental phrases like kaBa 3 MoyiokoMm, 4aii i3
ykpowm, even though the instrumental case itself is presented in A2 course. The first
encounter with y — B happens even earlier, in yautens — Buutenab and y kiaci — B
yuiBepcuTteti, and the introduction of the concept of euphony y — B and i — # should
follow since they share similar nature and exceptionally high use in the Ukrainian
language.

134



Proceedings of the 1st International Scientific and Practical Conference

"Global Directions in Scientific Research and Technological Development"

£ EUROPEAN OPEN September 16-18, 2024
S SCIENCE SPACE Valencia, Spain
=

References
1. Hrom N. (2017). Fonetyka yak osnova vyvchennya ukrayinskoyi movy dlya
inozemnoho studenta. Filolohichni nauky v umovakh suchasnykh transformatsiynykh
protsesiv: Materialy mizhnarodnoyi naukovo-praktychnoyi konferentsiyi. Lviv, 76—
79.
2. Luno P. (2012). Fonetychnyy material ukrayinskoyi movy v pidruchnykakh dlya
inozemtsiv. Teoriya i praktyka vykladannya ukrayins’koyi movy yak inozemnoyi, 7,
84-92.
3. Standart derzhavnoyi movy: ukrayinska mova yak inozemna. Pivdenni
zahalnoho volodinnya A1-C2 (2024). Kyiv: Natsionalna komisiya zi standartiv
derzhavnoyi movy.

EXPERIENCE OF DISTANCE LEARNING AS A FORM OF
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Modern knowledge requires modernization of educational technologies and
methods of their implementation, one of which is distance learning. Distance learning
Is a new means of implementing the learning process, which is based on the use of
modern information and telecommunication technologies. Distance education is
becoming increasingly widespread in the world and to a greater extent covers
postgraduate education and advanced training of doctors at various levels, while
experience in using this type of training at the pregraduate level is still insufficient. It
should be noted that medical education has its own specific characteristics related to
the teacher-student, doctor-patient relationship. But even in such cases, distance
education demonstrates its flexibility.

Extreme conditions associated with the epidemic situation and the introduction
of quarantine, martial law in Ukraine stimulated the introduction of distance learning
methods into the educational process at the pre-graduate stage. It should be noted that
for a long time, our university has been using the Moodle distance learning system
quite effectively, which works as a means for students to obtain the necessary
information, a learning tool, testing knowledge, skills and abilities, but there has not
yet been any experience in conducting practical, seminars and lectures for students.

At its core, distance learning is the interaction between a student and a teacher at
a distance, which reproduces all the components characteristic of the educational
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