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METHODOLOGY OF USING COOPERATIVE LEARNING
TO DEVELOP LEXICAL COMPETENCE OF SENIOR STUDENTS

In the era of globalisation of society, young people demonstrate a high level of
interest and motivation to learn foreign languages, in particular English, which is due to
their natural desire for authentic communication and overcoming intercultural barriers.

Learning a foreign language in high school is an important stage. This is a
crucial period for high school students, when a foreign language ceases to be just a
subject and becomes the key to academic mobility, access to global information
resources, and preparation for higher education.

Young people strive not only to know grammatical rules, but also to use the
language fluently in real communication to express their ideas, emotions and
values. This desire for interaction stimulates them to independently search for new
lexical forms and actively use a foreign language as a tool for building connections
with peers around the world [2, p. 15].

In the process of teaching English as a target language, the main objective of
foreign language teaching is developing communicative competence, namely, the
preparation of graduates for successful intercultural communication in academic and
professional environments.

One of the key elements of foreign language communicative competence is
lexical competence, which is the foundation of foreign language communicative
competence. However, despite the obvious importance of lexical enrichment,
traditional methods often turn out to be ineffective and superficial for high school
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students. Therefore, there is an urgent need to introduce new pedagogical approaches,
in particular technologies of student interaction in the process of joint work, which
contribute to the natural and communicative acquisition of language material [1,
p. 25].

The purpose of the publication is to theoretically analyse and develop a
methodology for applying cooperative learning to develop lexical competence in high
school students in the EFL lessons.

Many studies by both domestic and foreign scientists are devoted to the problem
of developing foreign language lexical competence.

For instance, P.Nation interprets lexical competence as “the ability of an
individual to recognise, understand and adequately use lexical units of a foreign
language (words, phraseological units, fixed expressions) in various types of speech
activity in accordance with communicative tasks and sociocultural context. The
ability of a student to recognise words, pronounce them and understand their nuances
in a foreign language context, as well as to decipher their proper use and evaluate the
subtle variations that the context gives to their meanings™ [2, p. 30].

D. Johnson and R. Johnson argue that structured group interaction contributes to
a deeper understanding of the educational material, in particular, lexical
material. Domestic scientists also note the effectiveness of using interactive
technologies in foreign language classes in high school, analysing them as an
effective mechanism for increasing learning motivation and improving students’
speaking culture [1, p. 30-45].

Based on the above considerations, we believe that the effectiveness of forming
foreign language lexical competence in high school students directly depends on the
teacher’s ability to integrate a variety of modern methodological approaches into the
educational process. The teacher’s use of a wide range of innovative methods, in
particular digital tools, elements of gamification and cooperative activities, acts as a
powerful incentive to support the cognitive interest of young people in learning a
foreign language at a practical level.

This paper proposes a methodology for the systematic implementation of
cooperative technologies in EFL lessons, where students interact with each other, and
are used at all stages of vocabulary learning.

During the receptive stage (new material input), we suggest using the Jigsaw”
method. Students, working in groups, work on a thematic block of words and present
it to the rest of the class, which helps to involve the entire class in learning new
speech units.

The next stage (reproductive), which is responsible for consolidating the learned
words, implements the ‘Think-Pair-Share’ method, which consists of working out the
question first independently, checking the answers in pairs, and then presenting the
vocabulary to all students in the class.

At the productive stage, the “Numbered Heads Together” technique is used,
which includes communication tasks, mini-projects, and role-playing games aimed at
implementing communicative intention.
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As a result, cooperative learning is an effective tool for developing a foreign
language vocabulary. The use of cooperative techniques within a three-stage system
of exercises optimises the consolidation of the material and forms the readiness of
students to use knowledge in authentic communication. This approach will help
Increase motivation and improve students’ interaction skills during the lesson.
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BUKOPUCTAHHSA 'EUMIPIKALI SIK MEJATOI'TYHOI CTPATEITI
PO3BUTKY IHHIOMOBHOI'O TOBOPIHHS Y TIOYATKOBIH IIKOJII

Y cydacHOMY OCBITHBOMY MpOCTOpi mpobiieMa ¢GOpMYBaHHS IHIIOMOBHOL
KOMYHIKaTHBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI Y4YHIB IOYAaTKOBOi MIKOJM HaOyBae 0COOJIMBOI
aKTyaJIbHOCTI. Y KOHTEKCTI TJiio0aimi3allii Ta MDKKYJIbTYPHOI B3a€MOJIIi BOJIOJIHHS
1HO3EMHOI0O MOBOIO PO3TJIA/IAE€THCS HE JIMIIE SK HaBYaJlbHA METa, a K HEO0OXiJHa
yMOBa YCHIIIHOI corianizamii ocoductocTi. OgHUM 13 KJIOYOBUX KOMIIOHEHTIB
1HIIOMOBHOI KOMYHIKAaTMBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI € TOBOpIHHS, SKe 3a0e3neuye
MOXJIMBICTh O€3M0CcepeIHbOIT YUacTl y MPOIEeCi CHUIKYBaHHS.

Pazom 13 ThM, mpouec (opmMyBaHHSI IHIIOMOBHOTO TOBOPIHHSA Y MOJOIIINX
IIKOJIAPIB  CYNPOBO/KYETHCS HHM3KOIO TpyaHomIiB. J[o HMX Hamexarb MOBHA
TPUBOXKHICTh, CTpax TOMWJIKH, HEIOCTaTHIA piBEHb MOTHUBAII, OOMEKECHMI
MOBJICHHEBUW JIOCBIJi Ta HEBIEBHEHICTh Y BIACHUX MOBHUX MOKJIHUBOCTSX.
TpanumiiiHi MeTOAW HaBYaHHS HE 3aBXIW 3a0e3MeuyioTh HAJICKHUA PIBEHb
aKTUBHOCTI Y4YHIB, IO 3yMOBJIOE€ HEOOXIJHICTh TNOIIYKY HOBUX €()EeKTUBHHUX
T1TXO/TIB.

Y 1poMy KOHTEKCTI OCOOJMBOTO 3HaueHHs HaOyBae reimidikaiisa 5K
IHHOBallllHa TmeaaroriyHa crparerisi. BoHa mnepenbavae iHTerpamilo I1rpoBHX
€JIEMEHTIB Y HaBYAJIbHUHN MPOIIEC 3 METOIO IMIJABUIIEHHS MOTHUBAIIli, 3aJy4€HOCT] Ta
pe3ynbTaTUBHOCTI HaBuaHHs. [eiimidikamis BucTynmae sK UUTICHA CHCTEMa
oprasizailii OCBITHbOT'O CepeIoBHIIa, 0 0a3ye€ThCs HA BUKOPUCTAHHI MEXaHIK TpU Y
HeirpoBomy KoHTekcTi [1, p. 9].

Mertor 1aHuX Te3 € TEOPETHUUHE OOTPYHTYBAaHHS BUKOPUCTAHHS TeiiMidikarlii sk
MeJaroriyHoil CTpaTerii pO3BUTKY 1HIIIOMOBHOI'O TOBOPIHHS Y MOJIOJIIIUX IIIKOJISIPIB.
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