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KuiBcbkuii HauioHanbHWUi yHiBepcuTeT iMeHi Tapaca LLeByeHka (YkpaiHa)

INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES IN THE UNIVERSITY COURSES OF
HISTORY

Summary. The current highly competitive situation at the international arena causes the priority of
intellectual assets to every state, especially those that only recently have won an opportunity of independent
sovereign development. In recreation of intellectual assets, a significant role belongs to higher education as
a social institution of intellectual activities conducive to creation of new non-material values (knowledge).
Achieving a high level of competitive advantages of graduates as young professionals requires consistent
renewal of knowledge containing the potential of innovative developments. In this regard the role of scholars
and university lecturers is growing.

By the laws of synergetics, survival belongs to a complex open system that responds adequately to changes
in the environment. The system of university education as a whole, and that in the field of history in
particular, can be regarded in this aspect as well. Its perfection has to go on through modernization with
timely correlation of the quality of educational services and scholarly research on the basis of analyzing their
substance, methods and results.

Recently the Ukrainian historiography witnesses a growing interest in developing theoretical and
methodological issues of contemporary science of history. Internal transformation is taking place in the
character of intellectual research, as well as growing openness to the global historiographic experience.
Throughout recent decades, radical changes occur in all spheres of the science of history, one of the most
characteristic traits being the reinforced trend of integrating history with other disciplines. The
interdisciplinary tendency is one of the consequences of radical change in the social functions of history in
solving problems that are faced by a certain country.

Many years of experience in teaching at various humanitarian faculties of Kiev National Taras Shevchenko
University, including such courses as “History of Civilizations”, “Modern World History”, “Contemporary
Political History of World Countries”, “The New Political History of Ukraine and Adjacent Lands”, “Ukraine in
the Context of World History”, “Ukraine in the European Civilizational Dimension”, confirms the importance of
utilizing the opportunities offered by philosophy, sociology, political science, studies of religion, cultural
studies, psychology, geography and other sciences. The knowledge acquired by the students are
transformed into competences, which assist to better orientation in the contemporary world, building life
strategies and tactics at various levels — from personal to statewise.

Keywords: intellectual capital, history, interdisciplinarianism, university, courses of history.

MIXKJIACIHUTIIJITHAPHI IIAXO/AU B YHIBEPCUTETCBKHX KYPCAX 3 ICTOPII

AHoTauis. CyyacHa BMCOKOKOHKYpPEHTHa CUTyalisi Ha MiKHapOAHIN apeHi 3yMOBIIOE MPIOPUTETHICTb
iHTEeNeKTyanbHOro kanitany Ansi KOXHOI AepxaBu, ocOBMMBO Ansi Takux, sIKi He Tak AaBHO Buboponu
MOXIMBICTb HE3aNEXHOro i CyBEPEHHOro po3BUTKY. 3HAYHe MicLe y BiATBOPEHHI iHTeneKkTyansHoro kanitany
3aliMae BuLLA LUKOMa SIK COLianbHUA iHCTUTYT cdpepu iHTenekTyanbHOI AiAnNbHOCTI, B pe3ynbTaTi KOTpol
CTBOPIOIOTLCHA HOBi HEMaTepianbHi LiHHOCTI — 3HaHHA. [JOCArHEHHs1 BUCOKOrO PiBHS KOHKYPEHTHUX nepesar
BUMYCKHWKIB SIKk MOnoamx daxiBLiB BMMarae NnepMaHeHTHOro OHOBIEHHS 3HaHb, WO MICTATb Yy COOi noTeHuian
iHHOBaUiHUX PO3pobOK. Y LbOMY BigHOLLIEHHI 3pOCTaE pornb HAyKOBLIB Ta BUKMagadiB, siki npauioTb B
yHiBepcuTeTax.
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3a 3aKkoHaMu CUHEepreTuKn, BWXKMBAaE CKNagHa BigKpUTa cUCTema, ska afeKBaTHO pearye Ha 3MiHy
HaBKOMULLHLOrO cepefoBuLia. Cuctemy yHIBEpCUTETCLKOI OCBITU B LIINIOMY, iCTOPUYHOI 30Kpema, TeX MOXHa
poarnspaTM y 3asHadeHoMy pakypci. I BOOCKOHaneHHs Mae BiabyBaTucs LINSXOM MoaepHisauii i3
CBOEYACHOIO KOpernsuielo SKOCTi OCBITHIX MOCMNYr Ta HAyKoBOI AiANIbHOCTI Ha OCHOBI aHamisy ix 3MmicTy,
MeTofAiB Ta pesynbTarTiB.

OcTaHHIiM Yacom B YKpaiHCbkili icTopiorpadii MoOxHa cnocTepiratv 3pocTaluuMii iHTepec A0 pPo3pobku
TEOPETUYHMX | MEeTOAONOrYHUX MUTaHb Cy4yacHOi iCTOpPWMYHOI Hayku. BigbyBaeTbcs  BHYTpIlIHA
TpaHcdopMaLis Yy xapakTepi iHTenekTyanbHUX MOLIYKiB, LUMPLIAE  BIiOKPWUTICTb [0  CBiTOBOro
icTopiorpadiyHoro gocsigy. BnpogoBx ocTaHHix gecsaTupid BiabGyBaloTbCa pagukanbHi 3MiHM y BCix cdepax
iCTOPUYHOT Hayku, OAHIEID 3 HaNXapakTepPHILMX pUC € MOCUNEHHS TeHAEeHLT Ao iHTerpauii icTopii 3 iHWuMK
Haykamu. TeHOeHuisa 0o MKOUCUMNANIHAPHOCTI € OAHUM 3 HacnigKiB AOKOPIHHOI 3MiHW coujianbHUX yHKLIN
icTopii y BUpiLweHHi npobrem, Lo CTOSATb Nepes TiEK YK iHLLO KpaiHot.

BaraTtopiyHnii  OCBiA4 BWKMaAaHHA Ha pPi3HUX rymaHiTapHux dakynbtetax KuiBCcbKOro HauioHanbHOro
yHiBepcuTeTy iMeHi Tapaca LleBuyeHka Takmx KypciB, Sk “IcTopis umsinisauin”, “lctopia cyyacHoro cBiTy”,

“CydacHa nonituyHa ictopisi kpaiH cBiTy”, “HoBiTHA noniTuyHa icTopist YkpaiHu i cymikHUx 3emens”, “YkpaiHa

B KOHTEKCTi CBiTOBOI icTopii”, “YkpaiHa B KOHTEKCTi e€Bponemncbkoi icTopii”, “YkpaiHa B €Bponenicbkomy
uMBInisaLinHomMy BUMIpI”, NiATBEPAXKYE 3HAYEHHS BUKOPUCTaHHS MOXITUMBOCTEN, L0 HaAarTbes dinocodieto,
coujornorieto, NOMITONOriE0, Penirie3HaBCcTBOM, KyNbTyPOMOrielo, MCMXONorieto, reorpadieto Ta iHWUMK
Haykamu. HabyTi cTygeHTamMu 3HaHHS TpaHCOPMYHTbCS Yy KOMMETEHTHOCTI, a Ti JonomMaratoTb Kpalliv
opieHTauii y cy4YacHOMy CBITi, BUOyOOBYBaHHIO XXWUTTEBMX CTpaTerii i TaKTUK Ha Pi3HUX PIiBHAX — BiA
0CcoBUCTOro A0 AepXKaBHOrO.

KniouoBi cnoBa: iHTenekTyanbHi kanitan, icTopis, MbKOWCUMNNIHAPHICTb, YHIBEPCUTET, iCTOPUYHI
Kypcu.

international arena urges the priority of the intellectual capital to every state,

especially to those that have just recently won an opportunity of independent
sovereign development. An important role in the reproduction of intellectual capital is
played by higher education as a social institution of intellectual activities, acting to
create new immaterial value — knowledge. Achieving high competitive level of
graduates as young specialists requires permanent renewal of knowledge, containing
the potential of innovative developments. In this respect, the role of scholars and
university teachers is growing.

The presentation of the basic material. By the laws of synergetics, survival is for
a complex open system that adequately reacts to the change of environment. The
system of university education at large, and historical education in particular, can be
regarded in this aspect as well. Its perfection has to be carried out through
modernization with prompt correlation between the quality of education services and
research based on analyzing their sense, methods and results. Research conferences
have a strategic aim, consisting in elevating the level of discussion, expanding the
range and the agenda of research in the issues that are truly topical. Kyiv National
Taras Shevchenko University possesses the status of a research institution. This
determines its role in the development of sciences, including the science of history.
Hence, the activities of the University are targeted at defining the actual field of
problems as well as exceeding the framework of traditional probems and
methodological approaches already constituted.

It’s worth emphasizing the goals of the faculty of history and of all the historians,
namely, facilitating the shaping of new vectors in the public conscience, participating
in the development of new discourse of social studies, that enables creating new
senses. Also noteworthy is the role of a contemporary intellectual, who defines new
issues, offers fruitful theses and expands the spectrum of relevant argumentation to
elevate the level of discussion in the society. Discussion is vital to the latter, for
without discussion a society turns into a swamp. In current conditions an intellectual is
to be defined by the ability to be the first to sense something important, to identify
crucial tendencies at the moment when others are not yet considering them, going on
with their routine activities. A creative approach is important in developing

T he problem statement. The current highly competitive situation at the
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alternatives, as well as some courage to initiate innovations. The more so, when they
are due.

The need of revision, renewal and development of the methodological arsenal and
inventory of the historical science is conditioned by its current state, the
historiographic situation that has been shaped at the turn of the millennium. Further
development and specification of the discipline’s methodology is due, at the level of
conceptual approaches and methods of research, a kind of a paradigmal shift. Quality
increment of knowledge is impossible without mastering the methods of research and
the theoretical developments of global science.

On the other side, in the conditions of informational revolution, a new informational
environment is shaped, characterized by erasing the border between the scholarly and
the educational, the fundamental and the applied knowledge. That is, it is important to
expand the introduction of new methods not only into research, but also into the
courses taught at universities.

Recently Ukraine is witnessing the growing interest in the development of
theoretical and methodological issues of contemporary historical science. An internal
transformation is going on in the character of intellectual pursuit, expanded is the
openness to the global historiographic experience. Throughout recent decades, radical
chance occurs in all spheres of historical science. One of the most characteristic traits
is the growing trend of integration between history and other sciences. On the one
hand, it’s worth considering the fact that the current postmodern age has dealt a lethal
blow to the seclusion and self-sufficience of certain disciplines, making
interdisciplinarity come true.

On the other hand, reinforcement ofinterdisciplinary ties manifests the  general
tendency of modern science, the development of integrative processes, the mutual
influence of different fields of knowledge at studing the commpn subject. Currently it
is the human and the human society, that corresponding to the general tendency of
development of humanities, namely, the anthropologization. For a long time, historical
research has been characterized by mainly descriptive approach, and history has
existed in the enclave state, so to say. Whereas interdisciplinarity orients at active
contacts with other sciences, contributing to the analytical character of the discipline of
history.

In his time L. Fevre, a well-known French historian, one of the founders of the
“Annales” school, proclaimed: “Historians, be geographers! Be lawyers, sociologists,
psychologists...” (Fevre, 1991: 37). The "new historical science” and the anthropologic
turn themselves, associated largely with the “Annales” school, are considered to have
laid the groundwork of interdisciplinarity. As the result of its founders’ struggle with
the allies of the old-fashioned, event-based history, prevalently the political and
diplomatical history, before the 50s of the XX c. the Western historiography was
dominated by the “new history” — the history of “long-lasting structures”, economic
and social history. The science of history has firmly adopted the concept of “total
history”, that aims to give a dimensional picture of historical life at its various levels.
(Gurevich, 1993: 65).

Since the second half of past century, the scope of interdisciplinary cooperaqtion an
d the chance of partnerdisciplines is changing. If early in the century historians were
using the achievements and methods of geogaphy, sociology, economy, psychology,
then since the 1960-1980’s the interdisciplinary approach is mostly addressed at
anthropology, demography and linguistics. Generally, if the anthrolologic turn refers to
historical research, the subsequent linguistic turn has broader influence and directs the
scientific knowledge towards humanities.

Considering interdisciplinarity in historical research, many Ukrainian and foreign
scholars have spoken (Repina, 2003; Mogilnitskiy i dr., 2004; Mizhdystsyplinarni
humanitarni studii; Mizhdystsyplinarni doslidzhennia: teoretyko-metodolohichni
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vymiry; Porshneva, 2005; Sidortsov, 2001; “Steny i mosty”; Suchasni
mizhdystsyplinarni doslidzhennia; Adetoro; Slavicek, 2012; Raab, 2015; Ritter, 1986;
Rundel, 2014).

The core idea of their studies was: the trend towards interdisciplinarity is one of the
consequences of radical change in the social functions of history in solving problems fa
ced by a specific country. Two circumstances are noteworthy. First, the growing
prognostic function of history, while the society expects the sociohumanitarians, the
historians, to explain and forecast the phenomena impredictable and inexplicable from
the former standpoints. Second, the growing realization of the fact that the historical
knowledge is a potent means of social influence with colossal potential. “Its skilful
application is able to set human masses into motion, to change the world map,
sometimes even to make impractical employing military means to conquer the
adversary’s territory — instead, the brains of people of other countries can be
conquered. In the current age, this function of history gains even more importance, as
the conversion into information society is under way. Respectively, the influence of
newest informational means, modern communications, make traditional ways of using
history just limitless (Mirskiy, 2001: 518).

This requires an understanding that the historical profession now can not seclude
itself in the narrowly positivistic framework of its own expert culture of
comprehending the past by “pure* historians. Contemporary science must reflect its
subject and methods in the broad interdisciplinary context of elaborating innovations
and technologies of learning the past of historic reality, that belongs to the entire
complex of related social and humanitarian disciplines. This concerns research and
teaching alike. Teaching history must be regarded as a process in progress. With
amassing the academic experience of involving other social sciences, it is enriched by
the new sense. Regrettably, part of the teaching staff is quite conservative, and narrow
specialization prevents the expansion of interdisciplinary courses.

Kyiv National Taras Shevchenko University has the status of a research institution.
Its practice of teaching is constantly developed and introduces its corrections. Many
years of experience of teaching such courses as “History of civilizations”, “History of
the modern world”, “Contemporary political history of world countries”, “Newest
political history of Ukraine and neighboring lands”, “Ukraine in the context of
European history”, “Ukraine in the European civilizational dimension” at different
humanitarian faculties of the University proves the importance of using the
possibilities given by philosophy,of sociology, political science, religious and cultural
studies, ethnology, psychology, geography, demography and other disciplines. Even in
teaching ostensibly usual courses, like new and newest history, interdisciplinarity must
be applied in a broader manner. Characterizing a specific state of a specific historical
age requires not only retelling the facts but also reviewing such social spheres as
economy, political organization, social structure, cultural and ideological
fundamentals, giving political and psychological portraits of eminent persons. Or
courses in ethnology or history of daily life. Ethnocultural studies help understanding
the daily way of life of people of a certain geographic area, identifying main universal
features of culture, including not only knowledge and spiritual achievements, but also
traditions, stereotypes, beliefs and rituals. An essentially new, interdisciplinary
direction emerges, that can be identified as microhistory.

At the same time, the level of macrohistory is reached by the course “History of
modern world” (Orlova, 2006), that can be viewed as an integral one. Early in the
2000’s, such course was ordered by the management of the Institute of Journalism (as
an evidence of evaluating the students’ demands, which is very important at the current
stage of reforming higher education). It was to orient the listeners in the trends of
global development in all domains: economy, politics, social sphere, spiritual spheres,
to identify the essence of the industrial and post-industrial societies, globalization, as
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well as the place and role of Ukraine in today’s world. For many years this course was
taught at various humanitarian faculties. Even now a course based on this textbook is
read at Kyiv Medical Bohomolets University. “History of modern world” as a
discipline could be a starting platform for the future analysis of the various specific
problems of the present day not only during class hours, but also in the future at
effecting expert research of various levels, as well as in resolving the young specialists’
personal issues. This course could as well become a basic introduction in university
education in general.

The book was written in 2005, reissued thrice in 2006, 2007, 2008, and posted
broadly in the internet. Certainly, some change occurred since. For instance, the
chapter on “Wars in the modern world history” dealt with the emergence of
asymmetric warfare. At present day, there is the new phenomenon of hybrid warfare.
The main danger that it brings is unawareness of its essence. The majority of our
compatriots are feeling unsure for not understanding the social revolutions that came to
Ukraine. And it’s not about the Revolution of Dignity. In this aspect, great importance
must be given to the research and popularization carried out by the teachers of the
faculty of history, that can be exemplified by publications in the “Mirror of the Week”
newspaper, such as the article “Revolution of Expectations” (Orlova, 2018). The latter
is a vivid example of the social influence of historical knowledge.

The phenomenon of interdisciplinarity offers broad space to historical thought, that
constantly has to seek answers for the complicated issues of the day. The burning
problem is actualization of history. O. Savchenko, a known Ukrainian scholar and
public figure, has voiced an opinion: “Many researchers as well as politicians construe
the current situation (the basic characteristics) of contemporary Ukraine from the
depths of history. And a completely erroneous idea predominates: the deeper into
history you go, the more present phenomena you can explain. My stance (axiom) is
contrary: the more remote the historic events are, the lesser their impact on today is
(X=A/Y, where X is the intensity of a historic event’s impact on today, A — the scale of
a historic event, Y — the number of years between the event and the present day)”
(Savchenko, 2017: 8). Regrettably, the great part of Ukrainian historians — researchers
and teachers alike — evidently stick to the opposite concept.

Conclusions. As for the textbook on the “History of modern world”, it might be
worth editing, perfecting the contents with regard to the changes that have occurred in
the past years, and reissuing. At the practical lessons of this course it would be useful
to orient students at specific application of general topics of life of the society as well
as that of an individual. The methodology of teaching should emphasize cultivating an
integral type of thinking, which is critically important to an intellectual of the third
millennium. In general, introducing the interdisciplinary approach into the teaching
process would enable raising the level of theoretical and practical training of students,
so that they stand up to the demands and challenges of our time. The knowledge they
acquire would transform into competences, and those would help them better orient in
the contemporary world, build life strategies and tactics at various levels — from
personal to governmental.
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