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PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS AND ENVIRONMENTAL CRITERIA. 
QUALITATIVE COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 

 
Summary. The purpose of the study is to determine the combinations of conditions and the interaction of 

different aspects that lead to the success or failure of a peacekeeping operation using qualitative 
comparative analysis (QCA). Peacekeeping is an effective tool for preventing and resolving armed conflicts. 
Third-party guarantees are needed to issue peace treaties. The study uses the method of qualitative 
comparative analysis of peacekeeping operations, which took place after the Cold War. To determine which 
combinations of conditions lead to success or failure, it is necessary to review the interaction of different 
aspects of missions with the environment. The main method determines the features on the basis of 
aggregate statistics. This empirical study aims to establish the logical patterns that affect the studied objects. 
The main goal is to trace the interaction of the characteristics that determine the mission and the 
peacekeeping environment. In general, the characteristics that affect the outcome of the conflict, with 
reference to the causal mechanisms of peacekeeping, suggest that the environment is actually important for 
the outcome of peacekeeping. The peacekeeping environment changes with the situation, and new 
difficulties may arise that increase the risk of re-escalation, especially if it is an ethnic conflict. The research 
methodology is based on empirical research methods, in particular the use of qualitative comparative 
analysis. The scientific novelty is that this study uses QCA and various statistics. Conclusions. The 
environment affects the success of the peacekeeping operation. The outcome of the conflict, the type of 
mandate, the intensity of hostilities, the interests of the permanent members of the UN, the military balance 
affect what the mission and outcome will be. This study reveals the peacekeeping aspect and selected 
characteristics. However, the interaction of different characteristics and their influence on the result needs to 
be considered in more detail. In the study, we focused on determining the necessary conditions, without 
taking into account sufficient conditions. Therefore, we claim that in the future our research is open to us. 
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