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ABBREVIATION OF AMERICAN TOPONYMS

Abbreviation 1s a word formation process in which an original form of a word is reduced and,
thus, a new, shortened word is created. R.M. Ritter comments: “Abbreviations in the strict sense are
formed by omitting the end of a word or words” [4, 167].

When it comes to forming abbreviations, we can point out several types. Two most common
are initialisms and acronyms. There are different opinions among scholars whether we should refer
to acronyms and initialisms as abbreviations or not, as well as whether we should study them
separately or as one of the forms of abbreviations. In this thesis we will study initialisms and acronyms
as forms of abbreviations.

Some acronyms carry its semantic meaning and are regarded as “reverse acronyms” or
“backronyms”. R. Stockwell and D. Minkova comment:” the creators start with a word they want as
their name, say, for example, CORE, and then they work from those four letters to find four words
which represent something like the idea they want to be” [5, 9]. N. Zerkina mentions: “Abbreviations
represent not only a linguistic interest, but also a historical interest, as some abbreviations keep
archaic elements conveying features of past epochs” [6, 139]. She provides an example of a reverse
acronym GOLF (Gentlemen Only Ladies Forbidden), where she comments: “it reflects a prohibition
on participation of women in golf; now both woman and men play golf”.

R. Lieber notes that initialisms are words that “are composed from the first letters of a phrase”
and “are pronounced as a series of letters” [2, 15], when according to I. Plag, “initialisms can be
pronounced [...] by naming each individual letter” [3, 127] as in USA which stands for United States
of America, or FBI which stands for Federal Bureau of Investigation. We can notice that in both
examples we will most likely pronounce each letter separately when using those abbreviations in
speech. That is how we can notice how initialisms differ from another type of abbreviations —
acronyms. Acronyms, are similar to initialisms, yet, they differ is some places. Bauer’s (2003)
definition of an acronym is that an acronym is “a pronounceable word coined from the initial letters
of the words in name, title or phrase”, where by “pronounceable” he means that we can pronounce it
as a regular word, when in abbreviations in contrast to acronyms “the name of each letter is
pronounced in turn” [1, 37]. Thus, we can notice that initialisms and acronyms differ from the
phonological point of view. To provide more examples, words such as US4 [ ju:es'er |, BC [ ,bi:'si: |,
DIY [ di..ar'war | will be considered abbreviations, when AIDS [ eidz |, NATO [ 'ner. tov |, RADAR
[ 'rer.da:r | will be regarded as acronyms. One of the most common word formation processes in
which nominatives are reduced in English are abbreviations. Similarly, abbreviations are one of the
most common types of the reduced toponyms. As to the abbreviations of American toponyms, we
can notice that American states are amongst most common toponyms to be reduced as abbreviations.
We can notice different types of states abbreviations. One of the most common is postal abbreviations.
Originally introduced by the United States Postal Service, states abbreviations were used as ZIP
(postal) codes, however, their usage has become more diverse in time, when they started being used
in the airports, on the maps, articles, pamphlets, when others were adapted to more informal register.

United States Postal Service abbreviations or so-called “postal abbreviations” create two-letter
state abbreviations that denote the state names. With an exception of Nebraska that was changed from
NB to NE later, such two-letter abbreviations have been considered as successful. Later, The
Associated Press Stylebook introduced slightly different states abbreviations, namely, where the
letters of abbreviations were separated with dots. For example: N.D. for North Dakota, N.J. for New
Jersey or R.1. for Rhode Island. We will discuss the usage of The Associated Press Stylebook in a
more detailed way in further chapters on the example of clippings.
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Beside states abbreviations, there are other abbreviations of toponyms. In some of them the
compounds have been shortened to abbreviations: one letter was left from the head and one from the
modifier. Thus, Kansas City becomes KC, Grand Rapids — GR and New Orleans — NO. Some of those
abbreviated toponyms are comparatively uncommon, as they occur only in a limited number or they
are not always being abbreviated. At the same time, there are some abbreviations that have been used
in various types of discourses, those that we can meet often, for example, the abbreviation L.4. or LA
which stands for Los Angeles that has been used in quite versatile ways recently, including colloquial
register, thus, reserving a clear role of a lexical unit. Most abbreviated toponyms form two-letter
abbreviations, however, three-letter abbreviations also exist. We can notice some abbreviations with
punctuation marks, for example, with dots, as in L.4. which stands for Los Angeles, K.C. which stands
for Kansas City or A. C. which stands for Atlantic City, etc. Besides, we can notice that those
abbreviations mentioned above can also be used without dots, for example, L4 for Los Angeles, KC
for Kansas City or AC for Atlantic City.

Abbreviated toponyms can be used in both formal and informal types of discourses. We can
note some abbreviations that are used in formal types of discourses, for example, state abbreviations
which are used as postal codes. At the same time, we can find such abbreviations as KC which stands
for Kansas City, NYC which stands for New York City or AC which stands for Atlantic City in
informal types of discourse.

Other examples of nominative reduced abbreviations of American compound toponyms are:
Grand Rapids — GR; East Lansing — EL; Kansas City — KC; New Orleans — NO; New York City —
NYC, N.Y.C; New York — NY; Orange County — OC; Los Angeles — L4, L.A.; San Francisco — SF;
San Antonio — S4; Cedar Rapids — CR; San Diego — SD; lowa City — IC; Port St. Lucie — PSL; San
Luis Obispo — SLO; Kansas City — KC, K.C.; Atlantic City — AC, A.C.; Long Beach Island — LBI;
CNY — Central New York; OC — Oklahoma City; VB — Virginia Beach; NO — New Orleans; SLC —
Salt Lake City; Pacific Beach — PB; West Valley City — WV C; Ann Arbor — A4; Baton Rouge — BR;
Johnson City — JC; Orange County — OC; Harbor City — HC, Desert Hot Springs — DHS; Laguna
Beach — LB, Valley Center — V'L; South Sioux City — SSC.

Besides the reduction of compounds, where both head and modifier are reduced to one letter,
we can note another type of abbreviated toponyms, which is the reduction of toponyms where some
particular letters are being deleted from the toponym, while other are left. As it can be notice in the
example below such shortenings can be both capitalized or not, as well as sometimes only one letter is
capitalized, while other remain lowercase. Such shortenings can be limited to the reduction of all vowels
in the original name, as in Minneapolis — MPLS or Milwaukee — MLK, Rainbow — RNBW, at the same
time, other toponyms are formed with both reduction of vowels and consonants. For example:
Milwaukee — MLK, Mlk, Minneapolis — MPLS, Mpls; Pittsburgh — PGH; St. Louis —STL; Phoenix —
PHX; Dubuque — DBQ; Green Bay — GRB; Compton — CMP; Kansas City — KCK; Providence — PVD;
Outer Banks — OBX; WLO-Waterloo; Decorah — DCO; Wichita — ICT; Austin — ATX; Oklahoma City —
OKC; Albuquerque — ABQ; Dayton — The DYT, Texarkana — TK; Tallahassee — TL; Phoenix — PHLX;
Springfield — SPFD,; Rainbow — RNBW; Hesperia — HSP; Rosemead — RSMD; Bakersfield — BKSF;
Little Rock — LTLR; Wilderville — WDVL; Palm Springs — PSPR.

It can also noticed that in such examples as Kansas City — KCK or Austin — ATX an additional
letter is added to the abbreviation. It is presumed that such additions were made to precise which state
those city names belong to: Kansas City to Kansas State and Austin to Texas State.

To conclude, nominative reduced American toponyms have a productive role in the English
word formation. Having studied the data, we come to the conclusion that among the most productive
models in forming shortened American toponyms are abbreviations — two-letter abbreviations of
compounds and three or more letter abbreviations of compounds and polysyllabic lexical units.
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Im0ep B. 1.

I'pyna 1 MAA3 (BiHHHIIbKHH Aep)KaBHUM MearoriYHUN YHIBEPCUTET
iMeH1 Muxaitina KomroOMHCHKOTO0)
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BITPOBAI’KEHHS BIIEOKOHTEHTY JIJIs1 ®OPMYBAHH S MOBJIEHHEBOI
KOMIIETEHTHOCTI YYHIB CTAPIIOI INKOJIA

OpnHAM 13 IPOTPECUBHUX METO/IIB HABYAHHS C BIJICOKOHTEHT. 3 MOT0 JIOMIOMOTOIO YUHTETh MOXKE
noOy/yBaTl aKTHBHE 3aHSATTSA, HA SKOMY Y4HI INBHIIIEC BIOBISTH HOBHHM MaTepial Ta 3MOXYTh
BUKOPUCTATH HOro npakTH4IHO. KpiM TOro, BiIeo KOHTEHT Ma€ JOCUTh PO3TATYKEHY Chepy BAKOPUCTAHHSI.

[Ipu pobGoTi 3 Oyab-sSKMM BiZeo MarepiajioM (Bile0 TEKCTOM) B METOAMII HaBUYaHHS
1HO3eMHHX MOB NPUUHSATO BHUIUIATA TPU OCHOBHHIX eTamu: JOTekcToBud etam (div-viewing),
TekcToBuH erar (while viewing), micnsrekcroswuii eran ((post) after-viewing) [1].

Jlo TekcroBmii eTarm. MeTa emany: MOTHBYBAaTH Y4YHIB, HaJalITyBaTW iX HAa BHUKOHAHHS
3aBJlaHHS, 3pOOMBIIM AKTUBHUMHU YYaCHHKAMU MPOIECY HABYAHHS; 3HATH MOXKIIWBI TPYIHOUI
CIpuiiMaHHs TEKCTY YYHSIMH 1 MiITOTYBATH iX JI0 YCHIIITHOTO BUKOHAHHS 3aBJaHHS.

TexctoBuil eran. Mera paHoro etamy: 3a0€3MEUUTH NOJAIBIIMN PO3BUTOK MOBHOI,
MOBJICHHEBOI UM COIIOKYJIBTYPHOI KOMIIETEHI[I YYHIB 3 YpaxyBaHHSAM IX PealbHUX MOKIHBOCTEH
IHIIIOMOBHOT'O CIiIKYBaHHA. TOMy TWUIHU 3aBIaHb TYT OyAyTh HACTYITHUMHU:

e 3apmaHHs Ha MOIIYK MOBHOI iHGopMmarrii. Jlanuii THI BIIpaB 1 3aBlaHb OPIEHTOBAHHWH Ha
NONIYK, BHOKPEMJICHHS, (iKCYBaHHs, TpaHc(OpMaIlilo MEBHOIO MOBHOTO Marepiaiy: JIEKCHUKH,
rpaMaThku, OHETUKH.

e  3aBJaHHS Ha PO3BHUTOK PEIENITUBHUX YMIHb (Ha PIBHI BUAUICHHS 3MiCTOBOI Ta CMUCJIOBOT
iHdopmartii).

e 3aBJaHHs, CIPSIMOBAHI Ha PO3BUTOK HABUYOK TOBOPIHHS.

[Ticnsa TexcToBuit eTan. Mera erany: BUKOpHCTOBYBaTH MOYaTKOBHIA TEKCT B SIKOCTI OCHOBH
10TOpH JTsl PO3BUTKY NIPOTyKTUBHHX YMiHb B YCHIH 200 MUChMOBiH MOBi. O0UIBa TOTIEPETHIX €TAITH
€ O00OB'I3KOBUMH SIK B YMOBaX BHMKOPHUCTAHHS BiJIe0 TEKCTy fK 3aci0 PO3BUTKY KOMIUIEKCHHUX
KOMYHIKaTHBHHX HAaBUYOK, TaK 1 SIK 3aci0 KOHTPOJIO PELENTUBHUX HABUUOK (ayairoBaHHs). JlaHuii
e erarr MoXke OYyTH BiJICYyTHIM, SKIIO BiJI€0 TEKCT BHKOPHCTOBYETHCS TUIBKH Ui PO3BUTKY Ta
KOHTPOJTIO PEICTITUBHUX YMiHb.

Ha nanomy erani MOXHa BUKOPHUCTOBYBATH:

—  TIPOEKTHY poOOTYy, MOB'sI3aHy 3 MiATOTOBKOIO aHAIOTIYHMX BiJIEO CIOKETIB CaMOCTIHHO
(TpoBeCHHS BiZIeO €KCKYPCiH 10 MICTY, IIKOJIH, BiJBIAYBaHHS MIKITEHOTO KOHIIEPTY, PO3IMOBiIH PO
CBOIO CIM’'10);

—  POJILOBI IrPH, B OCHOBY SIKMX MOKJIAJCHO CIOKET abo cuTyarlii Bigeodiasmy. [Ipu nbomy
iX MOKHA YaCTKOBO BHIO03MiHIOBATH [2].

Bizneo KOHTEHT Ma€e TOCUTH po3raiykeHy cepy BUKOpUCTaHHS. Bieo KOHTEHT € YaCTHHOIO
yCiX TEXHIYHHX 3ac00iB HaBYaHHS, sIKI B CBOIO Uepry MaroTh CBOIO Kiacuikamito ta Gpynkmii. o
OCHOBHMX (YHKIIIi TEeXHIYHMX 3aco0iB HaBYAHHS BIJHOCATH: aHATITHYHA, Ii3HABAJIbHA,
KOMYHIKaTHBHA, TCHXOJIOTIYHA Ta aKyMymroroda. Yci 1 GyHKIIi mpuTamMaHHi 1 Bile0 KOHTCHTY.
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