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CROATIAN LAND DURING THE REVOLUTION
OF 1848-1849

I'puropyk Haranis

K. 1. H., JIOLIEHT

Kadenpa BcecBiTHBOI iCTOpIi Ta pesirie3HaBCTBa
TepHOMINBCHKUHN HaAllIOHAJILHUM MeAaroriyHui
yHiBepcuteT iMeH1 Bononumupa ['Hatioka, Ykpaina

The political line of the Croats in the revolution of 1848-1849 was determined by
the Croatian-Hungarian contradictions and the interest of liberal and conservative
circles in preserving the Habsburg monarchy.

The revolution in Austria began on March 13, 1848. Mass popular demonstrations
took place in Vienna, and the next day the resignation of Metternich, the abolition of
censorship, and the creation of a national guard were announced. The government was
forced to promise to establish a constitutional order.

The Austrian government, preparing for a foothold in Croatia, the degranichari
made up a significant part of the imperial army, sought to use the Croatian national-
political orientation in the fight against the Hungarian revolution. The Austrian
government appointed Colonel Josip Elaci¢, commander of the “ban” regiments. J.
Elaci¢ was one of those soldiers who sympathized with the national movement, so
Croatian liberal circles actively supported him.

With the beginning of the revolution, the influence of liberals in Croatia increased
sharply. On March 25, in Zagreb, Croatian nationalists created a declaration called
"People's Demands"”, which repeated the Budapest Declaration of March 15. The
following points were fundamental: 1) the unification of Croatian lands into the Triune
Kingdom; 2) the political independence of Croatia in relations with Hungary; 3) the
creation of a Croatian national army; 4) the introduction of the Croatian language in
education and administration, the elimination of duties and class privileges in Croatia;
5) the elective nature of the Croatian Council and political freedoms. This declared
loyalty to the emperor, the Habsburg dynasty and the desire to preserve the integrity of
the empire. At this time, Novi Sad and other cities of VVojvodina sent petitions to the
Hungarian National Assembly. So, Serbs and Croats, and partly Hungarians, advocated
the elimination of feudal obligations and the democratization of the social system of
the Austrian monarchy, and on this basis, disagreements arose between them.

The national program of the Croats envisaged the creation of a Triune Kingdom,
which would unite Croatia, Slavonia, Dalmatia and Primorje with Rijeka. Hungary, for
its part, recognized only the right of the Croats to use their national language. Already
in mid-April, the first serious clash took place: the Hungarian government demanded
that J. Elaci¢, elected Croatian Ban, come to Pest to take the oath. J. Elaci¢ refused to
do this, and on April 19 issued a decree forbidding the Croats to participate in the
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convocation of the council and to submit to the Hungarian authorities. At the same
time, Croatia and Slavonia stopped paying taxes to the Hungarian treasury. L. Gay and
J. Elaci¢ saw the city of Belgrade as the center of the future South Slavic kingdom.

The Viennese government in the dispute between Elaci¢ and the Hungarian
authorities sided with the latter. On May 7, the emperor demanded from Elaci¢
unconditional submission to Pest, annulling all orders of the Croatian ban. General J.
Hrabovsky was appointed Commissioner of Croatia and Slavonia. The relations of the
Hungarian government with the Croats and Serbs became even more tense. In this
situation, all political and public forces of Vojvodina combined their skills and acted
as a united front. The Assembly elected General Z. Suplikat as the Serbian voivode,
and Metropolitan I. Rajaci¢ was proclaimed patriarch. D. Stratimirovi¢ headed the
government, declaring the Serbian people politically free. Until the election of the
voivode, this body declared itself a temporary government. Thus, Serbian national
figures demonstrated loyalty to the Hungarians. In response, the Hungarian
government declared the assembly illegal and began military action against the Serbs,
without making even small concessions.

In May, a new revolutionary uprising of the masses took place in Vienna. The
imperial court secretly fled to Innsbruck, the Croats believed that the opportune
moment had come to realize the national rights of Croatia and Slavonia. J. Elacic,
without the prior sanction of the emperor, issued a decree on the elections and
convocation of the Croatian Council, which opened on June 5, 1848. J. Elaci¢ was
solemnly installed as Ban and proclaimed commander of the Croatian troops. He took
the oath before the Serbian Patriarch Rajacic, since the Zagreb bishop Haulik refused
to recognize the convocation of the Council as legal. All speeches at the Council were
distinguished by the spirit of mutual consent of Serbs and Croats. The Croatian Council
declared the creation of the Triune Kingdom together with VVojvodina of Slavic lands.
This South Slavic union was to enter the Austrian Empire, which was reorganized
according to the principles of federalism. Croatia and Slavonia were to maintain a
political connection with Hungary, taking into account the will of the peoples and
equality. In response to the decision of the council, the head of the Hungarian
government, Count Battiani, obtained from the emperor the signing of a manifesto on
June 10 on the removal of J. Jelac¢i¢ from the post of ban and the deprivation of his
military ranks. A month later, on July 6, the royal commissioner in Croatia and
Slavonia, J. Hrabovsky, received an order to remove J. Jelaci¢ from all affairs of the
country and to convene a “legal council.”

The Hungarians tried in every way to reach an agreement with the Croats, and
also categorically denied autonomy to the Serbs of VVojvodina.

In general, Croatian and Serbian national figures acted in concert. However, there
were attempts by conservative forces to violate this agreement. They began to spread
rumors that the Serbs wanted to convert the Croats to Orthodoxy. Such rumors
provoked clashes between Serbs and Croats on religious grounds, but the active
explanatory activities of Rajaci¢ and Jelaci¢ stopped them.

By the fall of 1848, when the Hungarians finally broke with the central
government, an alliance of the monarchy and South Slavic national movements began
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to form. South Slavic politicians were pushed towards this alliance for several reasons.
First, the Hungarian government was against both the Serbs and Croats and Vienna.
Second, many Croatian and Serbian national figures were officially recognized and
supported by the Habsburgs. Finally, some Serbian and Croatian politicians hoped for
help from Russia in achieving their national goals. In June 1848, the VVojvodina people
submitted a petition to the Russian embassy in Vienna, asking the Russian tsar to
protect the Serbs of Austria. On July 21, at the request of the ban, J. Elaci¢, I.
Kukuljevi¢ and L. Vukotinovi¢ visited the Russian embassy. Representatives of the
Russian embassy declared their support for the Habsburgs and directed the actions of
the Serbs and Croats into a legitimate channel. On October 20, Patriarch Rajacic
personally appealed through the Russian consul in Belgrade to Nicholas | with a
request to take the VVojvodina Serbs under his protection.

The Austrian government supported the "Demands of the People”, and the
emperor confirmed Jelaci¢ as Ban of all Croatia.

In September 1848, the Austrian emperor appointed J. Elac¢i¢ as commander-in-
chief of all Austrian troops in Hungary and awarded him the rank of field marshal.
When an uprising broke out in Vienna on October 6, Elaci¢ went to suppress it and
acted together with Field Marshal Windischgrétz. After suppressing the uprising at the
end of October 1848, he again went to Hungary, where he soon took the city of Pest.
The suppression of the Vienna uprising ended the revolution in the western part of the
empire. But the revolution in Hungary continued. Military actions between the
Hungarians and the Austrian army either subsided or resumed with new force. The
offensive of the counter-revolutionary forces continued until March 1849, when a turn
towards the defeat of the revolution was outlined. March 4, 1849 The young Austrian
Emperor Franz Joseph (1830-1916) announced the granting of a constitution. In
Croatia, it resolved the issue of the reunification of Croatian territories within the
Triune Kingdom.

On April 1, 1849, the Hungarian National Assembly adopted a declaration of
independence of Hungary and a resolution to eliminate the Habsburgs. The Hungarian
National Army managed to liberate Pest. The Viennese government understood that
the country was capable of coping with the Hungarian revolution on its own. At the
end of 1848, Franz Joseph appealed directly to Nicholas | with a request to introduce
Russian troops within the Habsburg Monarchy. At the end of April 1849, the Russian
army led by I.F. Paskevich entered the eastern regions of the Austrian Empire, and in
August 1849, in the Battle of VVylagos, the Hungarian troops suffered a crushing defeat.
The Hungarian army, led by its generals, was forced to surrender. On August 13, 1849,
the Hungarian troops officially capitulated.

So, after the defeat of the revolution, the Croatian Veche was forced to recognize
the constitution, although many Croatian politicians opposed this. The demand for
reunification was met. The only concession was the temporary withdrawal of Croatia
and Slavonia from Hungarian rule. Only some of the national tasks were solved (the
introduction of the national language in the social and political life of the Croatian
lands); the process of Magyarization was stopped.
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PO3BUTOK )KAHPY KIHONEPIOAUKH B MEPIIINI
IHOJOBHUHI XX CTOJIITTA

Kacan JIrogmuiia

acrmipaHT

Kadenpa icTopii Ykpainu

KuiBcekuil cronnunuii yHiBepcuTeT iMeH1 bopuca [ pinuenka, Ykpaina

Po3BuTOK 1 cCTpiMKa NONYISPHICTH KiHemarorpady TIOB’s3aHa BIAcHE 13
KIHOXpOHIKOIO (B17 rpen. kinema — pyx ta chronos — yac; anr. Newsreel). Ortocty Ta
Jlyi JlroM’epaMm BHajocs omepeauTh OararbOX BHUHAaXIJHUKIB, CTBOPHBIIU
cinematorpag (cinématographe) — HaiiloCKOHaMINIy 1 HaWMPAKTUYHIIIY BEPCIIO
amapary, KoTpuil OyB Ou mnpugaTHuil 1 17 pinbMyBaHHs, 1 Ui Tpoekiii. BiH Mir
(iKCcyBaTH HABKOJIMIITHIO PEATbHICTh TAKOIO, SIK BOHA €.

Caoi nepi ¢inemu 6paru JIrom’ep onucyBanu cinoBom actualités (pp. mifcHICTS,
peabHICTh; HOBUHU). 3aBASKU BUOOPY CIOXKETIB BIABAJIOCS CTBOPUTHU «3aXOILTIOIOYE
BIIUYTTS pyxy, *KuTTs» [15]. Ilporsirom 1896—1897 pp., ax 3a3nauae XK. Camynb,
¢dipmoto Jlrom’ep Oyno ctBopeHo Outst 800 KOpOoTKUX (PiJIbMIB, TEMATUYHO CXOXKHX 13
npeAcTaBieHuMH y niporpami «I'pan kade» 1895 p.: ByauuH1 CLIEHKH, Pi3HI BIMCHKOBI
CIOXKETH, 300pakKeHHsI IITeH, EK30TUYH1 HATypHI 3HOMKH 1 T. 1. [15].

JItoM’epiBChKI onepaTtopu (piabMyBaIM y PI3HUX KYTOUKaX CBITY BiJ €Bponu 10
Adpuxu, Big CHIA no Pocii. Takoro x mupokoto Oyia it reorpadist mokasis. B Ykpaini
nepin KiHOoceHaHcHu ciHemartorpada OpariB Jlrom’ep BimOymucs 1897 p. y Kuesi,
XapkoBi, Karepunocnasi. XapkiBcbkuiéi — ¢ororpad A. Depenpkuii CTBOPHUB 1
MPOJIEMOHCTPYBAB JIEKIJIbKa BJIACHUX KOPOTKuX (PinpmiB 1896 p. [1].

[Toctynoso g0 1905 p. JlroM’epu npuUNUHUIN BUMYCK (BiIbMIB, 30CEPEAUBIIHCH
Ha BUPOOHHWIITBI IUTIBKM Ta YCTAaTKyBaHHSA, MPOJABIIM BCi TMpaBa Ha amapar
«cigemarorpady», pipmi «Ilare», axa 1896 poxy cTBopuia crymito s GiTbMyBaHHSA,
00poOkwu # npyky ¢inpmiB. Ctanom Ha 1906 p. «Ilare» crana HalOIIBIIIMM CBITOBUM
KIHOBUPOOHUKOM 1 ApyKyBaja 40 TUCSY METpIB IUTIBKU BAeHb [15].

VYV «llare» po3poOssiBCS MIMPOKUN CHEKTp KaHPIB:  pealicTUdHl (DiIbMH
(KIHOXpOHIKa), JApaMaTU4Hi CIeHH, O10MiiiHI CIOXKEeTH, KoMeAil, BUIOBI (UIbMU
(mnenepu), epotuuHi (inbmu. Y Kkaranosi kiHompoaykii «Ilate» 3a 1904 pik
3a3Hadanocs: «JKaHp, B SIKOMy HAac HIXTO HE MEpPEBEpIIMB, — 1€ XPOHIKa AIMCHUX
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