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THE HUMANITARIAN MISSION OF EDUCATION IN
THE MODERN WORLD

Morska Nataliia

Ph.D in Philosophical Sciences, Associate Professor

Department of History

Ternopil Volodymyr Hnatiuk National Pedagogical University, Ukraine

The moral crisis of the late 20th and early 21st centuries actualized the value of
education, and modern social challenges, in particular, wars, and before that, the
pandemic, clearly emphasized the humanitarian mission of education.

Let's consider the humanitarian dimensions of education in several dimensions .

1. In the global plane, we will single out the nation-building dimension of
education, which presupposes the existence of certain national values and forms of
social existence, which contribute to the imitation of culture and the preservation of
society. Education is decisive in the formation of national consciousness, national
identity, and individual characteristics that represent a particular nation to the world.

Education is a significant factor in the formation of the aura of a nation. “Just as
there is, undoubtedly, a certain biofield of an individual, so there is also an aura of an
entire nation, although it is not visible to the naked eye” [1, p. 7]. Lina Kostenko
presented the concept of “humanitarian aura of a nation” [1]. Where the concept of
“humanitarian” appears as a category of spirituality, education, and culture.

2. In the social plane, let us pay attention to the cultural-creative dimension of
education. Education is a process by which society transfers accumulated knowledge,
skills, and values from one generation to another. Education ensures the humanitarian
realization of society, reveals its humanitarian essence, and helps to understand the
human in a person.

Education is a social institution that, through the identification of people and
social communities, ensures the integrity and stability of society and, at the same
time, its cultural and national heterogeneity.

Education is both a human right and a necessary tool for the realization of other
rights, through which economically and socially marginalized groups of adults and
children can escape poverty and find the opportunity to fully participate in the life of
their communities.

Through education, society shapes the person it would like to see, promotes the
growth of a person into a citizen and representative of culture, with a brightly
developed spiritual essence. Education forms the ability to think critically. Blaise
Pascal noted that “the greatness of a person is in his ability to think. A person is only
a reed, the weakest of nature’s creations, but he is a thinking reed” [5]. To destroy a
person, very little is needed: a gust of wind, a drop of water is enough, Pascal
believes, “but even if the Universe destroys him, a person still surpasses it, because
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he realizes that he is parting with life and that he is weaker than the Universe” and
emphasizes that “all our dignity is in the ability to think™ [5]. And he urged: “Let us
try to think with dignity: this is the basis of morality” [5].

3. On the individual level, we will highlight the personality-creative dimension.
Education has a fundamental impact on the capabilities and potentials of both
communities, in terms of ensuring development and socio-economic success, and on
individuals. It is a key factor in human development, as well as expanding their
opportunities.

In a broader sense, education includes any action or experience that has a
formative effect on the way of thinking, character or physical ability of a person.
Education gives people knowledge and information, and also helps to strengthen the
feeling of self-esteem and self-confidence, and to realize their own potential.

The most important function of education is the formation of personality! The
discovery of man in man! Emphasizing humanity in man, that is, the isolation of the
essence of man. Humanity is only the qualities inherent in man: kindness, generosity,
benevolence, mercy , sensitivity, attentiveness, etc. Humanity is also humanity, that
is, love of humanity, it is the awareness of the equality of man with man” [3, p. 81-
82].

The definition of humanity in a person can also be expanded by the activity of
conscience, an immanent sense of honor, dignity, in general, the realization of
morality as a practical embodiment of morality, as well as "the constant activity of
law as an internal necessity and an internal boundary that a person cannot cross. From
a religious point of view, it is worth emphasizing that humanity is also the presence
and realization of God's special plan in a person” [4, p. 53].

4. A luminous plane, where we highlight the transformational dimension: from
quantity to quality. Let us agree with the opinion that the modern education system
was going through difficult times even before the pandemic: times of turbulence and
transformation. In particular, M. Kultaeva analyzes various manifestations of the
deformation of education in modern culture [2]. Qualitative changes occurred, but,
unfortunately, very slowly, not keeping up with the pace of civilizational
development.

So, education today is timely! The humanitarian mission emphasizes its great
value, especially in times of sharp social transformations. It is an opportunity for a
person to maintain integrity, to cherish the human in himself, not to degenerate, but to
affirm his own dignity and not to lose his sense of responsibility.
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PO3YMIHHA CEHCY JIIOACBKOI'O KUTTA
HA PI3HUX ETAIAX PO3BUTKY
€BPOIIEUCBKOI HUBIJII3AILII
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Kadenpa meniainmxkenepii Ta iHGopMaIitHuX pagioeIeKTPOHHUX CUCTEM
XapKiBChKHI HAIIIOHALHUN YHIBEPCUTET PAII0CIICKTPOHIKH
CrapikoBa I'asinna I'enbiBHA

KaHa.(p1710C.HAYK, JOLECHT

Kadenpa dbinocodii

XapKiBChKHI HALIIOHAJIbHUN YHIBEPCUTET Pai0€IEKTPOHIKH

CeHC XKUTTS € OJHUM 13 KITIOUOBUX (PLIIOCOPCHKUX MUTaHb, IKE CTABIIATH NEpe]
co0010 JIIOM 3 JIaBHIX-AaBEH. Y Pi3HI ICTOPUYHI MEPI10JIX JIIOJCTBO AaBaji0 HA HHOTO
Pi3HI1 BIAMOBII, 1 111 BIAMOBI/II 3HAYHOIO MIPOIO 3aJI€KaJIM BiJl COLIAIEHO-KYJIbTYPHUX
YMOB 1 MaHIBHUX CBITOTJIAIHUX MapagurM. Po3risiHeMo, sSiK 3MIHIOBAJIOCS PO3YMIHHS
CEHCY JKHUTTS Kpi3b TaKi €MOXH, SIK MPEMOJEPH, MOJEPH, MOCTMOJEPH 1 Cy4yacHUU
MEeTaMOJIEpH, KOYKHA 3 SIKUX B1JI00pakae TIEBHUI TUIT MUCJICHHSI, TIOTJISITY HA JIOIUHY
Ta CBIT.

B enoxy mpemojiepHa KUTTS JIOJUHU PO3TIIAIATIOCS, TIEPII 3a BCE, K CIY>KIHHS
bory ta porpumanus tpanumii. [lapagurma npemoaepHy oxorumoe mepion g0 XV
CTOJIITTS, KOJM CBITOIVISII CYCHNUIBCTBA TEPEBAXXHO (POpPMYyBaBCS peIriiHUMU
BIpyBaHHSIMM Ta TpaaullissMu. B 1edl yac moauHa posrisigaia cedbe sSK 4acTUHY
Bboxoro 3amyMy, 1 ceHc 1i iCHyBaHHs MOJsraB y BUKOHaHHI Boii bora, qorpumanHi
3amoBified 1 MIATOTOBLI JO 3arpoOHOTO KUTTS. JIroAsM HamaBaBCs YITKHM HaOIp
MOpaJbHUX I[IHHOCTEH, IO MepelaBaBCs dYepe3 CBSIICHHI TEKCTH Ta PeJriiHi
THCTUTYTH, TakKl sIK LIEpKBa. BUIBLIICTh CYCNUIBLCTB Oy TPAAULIMHUMHU, 3 ) KOPCTKOIO
lepapXxi€ro Ta 3aKPIIJICHUMH COIllaIbHUMH possiMu. [lepemitieHHs MK CoriaIbHUMH
mapamu OyJlo Maibke HEMOXIJIMBUM, a OOOB’S3KM KOXKHOTO WJICHA CYCIIJIhCTBA
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