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FUNCTIONS OF MIXED-TYPE CONDITIONAL SENTENCES IN THE
ENGLISH-LANGUAGE MEDIA DISCOURSE

Mixed-type conditional sentences, commonly known as mixed conditionals, are
grammatical structures that combine elements from different types of conditional
sentences to express complex hypothetical scenarios involving different time frames. In
media, these constructions are instrumental in conveying nuanced meanings, allowing
journalists and content creators to discuss hypothetical situations, speculate on outcomes,
and engage audiences with thought-provoking narratives.

Mixed conditionals typically merge aspects of the second and third conditional
forms. They are used to describe situations where the time in the ‘if” clause and the main
clause differ, often combining past conditions with present results or present conditions
with past results.

1. Past Condition with Present Result: This structure reflects on a past event
that did not happen and its hypothetical effect on the present. Structure: If + past perfect,
would + base verb. Example: If | had studied journalism, | would be working as a reporter
now [1, p. 128].

2. Present Condition with Past Result: This form considers a current unreal
situation and imagines how it could have affected a past outcome. Structure: If + past
simple, would have + past participle. For example: If she were more diligent, she would
have met the deadline [2, p. 130].

These structures allow for the expression of complex temporal relationships and

hypothetical scenarios, which are prevalent in media narratives.
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Mixed conditionals serve several functions in media contexts. Speculation and
Hypothesis: journalists often use mixed conditionals to speculate on events, especially
when discussing alternative outcomes or analyzing decisions [3, p. 214]. For instance: If
the government had implemented the policy earlier, the economic downturn might not be
as severe now or another example: If Ukraine were a NATO member, it might have been
able to prevent the escalation of the conflict [4]. This illustrates a present to past
relationship and serves to engage the reader in a hypothetical political analysis.

2. Emphasizing Consequences. Media narratives utilize mixed conditionals to
highlight the consequences of actions or inactions, making the implications more relatable
to the audience. Example: If the company had invested in cybersecurity, it wouldn’t be
facing a data breach crisis today [4].

3. Engaging Storytelling. In features and human-interest stories, mixed
conditionals add depth by exploring “what if” scenarios, engaging readers emotionally.
Example: If he had taken the earlier flight, he would have missed the accident entirely
[4].

4. Persuasive Commentary. Editorials and opinion pieces often employ mixed
conditionals to persuade readers by presenting hypothetical alternatives to current
situations. Example: If the city had prioritized public transportation, traffic congestion
wouldn’t be such a pressing issue now [4]. Mixed conditionals are prevalent across
various media formats. News Reports: Analyzing policy decisions and their impacts.
Example: If the health department had acted sooner, the outbreak wouldn’t be affecting
so many communities now. Documentaries: exploring historical events and their present-
day implications. Example: If the treaty had been honored, the region might be
experiencing peace today [4]. Opinion Pieces: arguing for or against certain actions
based on hypothetical scenarios. Example: If the administration were more transparent,
it would have avoided the current scandal [4].

Mixed-type conditional sentences are powerful tools in media, enabling the
articulation of complex ideas that span different time frames. They allow for nuanced
storytelling, critical analysis, and persuasive argumentation, making them indispensable
in journalistic writing and broadcasting. A thorough understanding of mixed conditionals
enhances the ability to interpret media content critically and appreciate the depth of
hypothetical discourse presented. In conclusion, mixed conditionals serve an essential
role in both grammar and media discourse. Their ability to combine temporal frames
allows speakers and writers to engage in reflective, critical, and speculative
communication.
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JIaxoeuu Jlinia,
TepHONIBCHKMI HAIIOHATFHUN TIEAArOriuHUNA YHIBEPCUTET
imeH1 Bonogumupa ['HaTiOKA;
HaykoBuii kKepiBHUK: KaHAUIAT MEJAroriYHuX HayK, JOLEHT
Hecraiiko Ipnna MukonaisHa
MOBA CYYACHOI NOJIbCbKOI PEKJIAMH

Pexiiama € HEBII €MHOIO YaCTUHOIO CYYaCHOTO CYCHUIbCTBA, IO (opMmye
KyJIbTYypHI1 Ta MOBHI TeHJeHIlii. [lobchka pekiaMHa MOBa 3a3HA€ MOCTIMHUX 3MIH 1T
BIUTUBOM Trjo0aiizallii, TeXHOJOTId Ta CYCHIIbHUX 3amuTiB. JlOCITIIPKEHHS MOBHHUX
0COOJIMBOCTEN pEKJIAMHUX TEKCTIB JO3BOJISIE BUSBUTH OCHOBHI TEHJEHII PO3BUTKY
MOJIbCHKOT MOBH, @ TaKO MEXaHI3MU BIUIMBY PEKJIAMH Ha CIIOXHUBayiB. Y 3B’SI3KY 3
MOCTIMHUM 3POCTaHHSAM KOHKYpPEHIlI cepesl OpeHIIB Ta PO3MIUPEHHSAM ITHUGPOBOTO
MapKEeTHHTY, BUBYCHHSI MOBHHUX CTpPATETii peKiiaMu HaOyBae 0COOJIUBOI aKTyaJIbHOCTI.

CygacHa pekjlaMHa MOBa 3a3Ha€ IIBUJKUX 3MIH ITiI BIUIMBOM TIJioOaizarlii,
TiHKUTATI3aIil Ta PO3BUTKY COIIAJIBHUX MEPEXK, IO CTBOPIOE HOBI BUKIMKH JIJIs
e(heKTUBHOI KOMYHIKAIlli 3 aynutopiero. ICHye HEOOXTHICTh MOCTIAWTH, SK Il 3MIHU
BIUTUBAIOTh HA CIPUUHATTS PEKIAMHUX IMOBIJOMJICHh Ta €(DEKTUBHICTH PEKIAMHUX
CTpaTerii, 0COOIMBO B KOHTEKCTI BUKOPUCTAHHS 1HIIOMOBHHUX 3aII03UYCHB Ta aJIarTarii
MDKHAPOTHUX TPEH/IIB.

Merta nociimpKeHHs - TOCTIIUTH 3MIHH B TTOJBCHKIN pEeKJIaMHIN MOBI 11T BIUTHBOM
Cy4yaCHUX TEHJEHIIIHA, 30KpeMa PO3BUTKY COIlIaIbHUX MEpeX, Ta MpOoaHai3yBaTu
BUKOPHUCTAHHS aHTJIIIM3MIB B YKpaiHChbKUX OHJaH-3MI.

3aBgaHHA:

e PosrisHyTH €TUMONOTI0 Ta Kiacu(ikaIiro peKiaMmu

o [IpoananizyBaTH BIUTHB COIIAIbHUX MEPEK HA PEKIIAMHY MOBY

e JlocnmiguTu BUKOPUCTAHHS EMOIIIHHUX Ta PaIllOHATBPHUX METO/IIB BILUTUBY B
pekiiami

e BuBuuTH 0COONIMBOCTI BUKOPUCTAHHS aHTJIIIU3MIB B YKPAiHCHKUX Mac-
menia
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